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TO  THE 


\ 


MADAM, 

BY  your  Royal  Permiffion,  I  have 
the  honor  to  lay  this  fmall  trea¬ 
tise  at  your  Majefty’s  feet ;  not,  from 
any  vain  thought  of  merit  there  may 
be  in  it,  but,  becaufe  of  the  very  great 

importance  of  the  fubje£t 

♦  1 

I  T  is  a  matter,  in  which  all  pa¬ 
rents  are  deeply  concerned :  To 

whom 


\ 


whom  then  can  it  be  fo  naturally  or 
fo  properly  addreffed,  as  to  the  ten- 
dereft  mother,  and  moft  affedionate 
parent  of  the  people  ? 

\ 

•  *■  ,  -  / 

T  FI  E  purpofe  of  the  whole  has 
been,  impartially  to  examine  all  me- 
thods,  and  by  feleding  what  may  be 
good,  even  from  the  word,  and  fe- 
parating  what  Experience  lias  fhewrt 
to  be  wrong,  even  from  the  belt ; 
to  lay  before  the  public  a  practice 
which  has  hitherto  been  fuccefsful, 
though  in  neither  extreme,  adapted  - 
to  the  variety  of  circum  dances  as 
they  may  offer  in  different  conffi- 
tutions.  ‘ 

THE  event  of  all  things  is  in 

O 

greater  hands ;  the  integrity  of  my 

z  intentions. 


intentions,  I  hope,  will  appear ;  and 
in  cafe  I  mould  be  fo  happy  as  to 
have  procured  fome  good  to  the 
people,  I  am  fure,  I  (hall  have  done 
what  is  moft  plealing  to  the  Queen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he , 

with  the  mojl  perfeSl  fluty , 

■v”  * 

.  »  •  ^  * 

MADAM, 


Tour  Majesty’s 
mojl  humble , 
mojl  obedient 

and  mojl  devoted  Servant , 


W.  Bromfeild. 


\ 


THE 


\ 


Introduction, 


1  Flatter  myfelf,  when  laft  I  put  pen  to. 
paper,  as  an  author*,  I  appeared  as 
champion  for  the  fafety  of  the  people ; 
not  as  a  malevolent  antagonift  to  the  efpoufer 
of  the  particular  medicine,  hut,  only  to 
remonftrate  againft  the  ravages  committed 
by  the  indifcriminate  and  ignorant  admini- 
ftration  of  it,  by  others, 

I  may  eafily  be  credited,  when  I  affert; 
that  public  benefit  only  was  propofed  by  me,  at 
that  time,  as  the  fubjed  could  be  in  no  wife 
interefting  to  me  as  a  furgeon,  and  my  giv¬ 
ing  away  the  copy,  prevented  even  £he  fuf- 
picion  of  mercenary  views, 

B  Th£> 

*  On  the  Solanunf. 


The  motives  for  the  publication  of  that 
little  treatife,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  were 
Sufficiently  obvious  to  thofe  who  did  me  the 
favor  to  read  it  ;  and  the  Several  editions  it 
went  through,  in  fo  ffiort  a  time,  afford  a 
Strong  prefumptipn  of  the  intention  of  the 
author  being  approved  of  by  the  public. 

I  am  now  to  (land  forth  in  a  much  more 
fufpicious  charadter,  when  I  am  to  examine 
ftridly  the  pradice  of  others  in  the  way  of 
my  own  profeffion,  and  ’tis  mod  likely  ffiali 
hazard  that  good  opinion  1  had  obtained 
from  the  public,  by  endeavouring  here  to  re¬ 
move  prejudices  in  favor  of  a  pradice  they 
have  adopted,  without  an  examination  due  to 
the  importance  of  the  fubjed. 

The  credulity  of  my  countrymen  has 
been  juftly  the  ohjed:  of  ridicule  to  foreign¬ 
ers,  in  fome  notorious  in  fiances,  viz.  the 
Rabbit  Woman,  the  Bottle  Conjuror,  &c . 
and  within  thefe  thirty  years  laft  paft,  a 
drunken  woman  could,  by  the  report  of  her 
emiffaries,  and  the  adroitnefs  of  the  wit- 
lings  of  that  time,  difpoffefs  people  of  their 
tmderftandings  for  a  while,  and  perfuadp 
them  that  this  poor  ignorant  wretch  could 
ky  hereditary  right,  as  a  defcendant  from  a 

country  bone-fetter,  do  more  than  all  the 

„  ....  ,  ,  .....  .  .  -  *  moft 
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itioft  fkilful  anatomifts,  or  mod;  eminent 
furgeons  of  the  time.  To  have  attempted 
to  turn  the  torrent  by  reafon,  during  the  fit 
of  folly,  would  only  have  given  flrength  to" 
the  ftream  ;  but  experience  did  more  toward 
the  recovery  of  their  fenfes  than  fifty  vo¬ 
lumes  from  the  profeflfors  of  furgery  could 
have  effected  in  the  given  time.  Tho’  thefe 
maniacal  fymptoms  we  cannot  deny,  yet,  the 
French  certainly  caught  the  infedtioti  from 
fome  of  the  Englijh  emigrants  then  at  Paris, 
or  they  could  not  have  been  fo  little  them- 
f elves,  as  to  have  given  credit  to  a  man 
who  fhould  affert,  he  would  give  them  a 
difeafe  which  fhould  not  produce  one  Angle 
fymptorn,  that  could  charadtbrife  it  from' 
their  ufual  ftate  of  health.  I  own,  I  am  a- 
fraid  that  Inoculdtion ^  tho?  hitherto  a  great 
bleffing  to  bur  ifland,  will,  in  a  very  fhort 
time  be  brought  into  difgrace,  by  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  iome  of  the  prefen t  itinerant 
practitioners ;  for  as  the  fafhion  is  likely  td 
fpread  in  a  higher  fphere,  a  little  ill  fuccefs 
among  the  great  will  not  be  totally  fmother- 
ed,  and  we  fhall  then  hear  of  fome  truths, 
which  will  for  a  time  deter  people  from  giv¬ 
ing  their  children  a  chance  of  elcaping  thd 
ravages  of  the  difeafe,  when  feizing  the  un-* 
prepared  victims.— “It  is  poffible  my  app re¬ 
hen  fio  ns  may  be  ill-grounded,  but  what  I 
have  here  related  is  a  practice  built  on  th© 

B  a  autho* 
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authority  of  our  befl  writers,  confirmed  By 
the  experience  of  the  moft  eminent  of  the 
profeffion  at  this  time,  as  well  as  my  own  ob«* 
fervations  for  many  years  $  if  the  prefent  fetof 
gentlemen  who  treat  their  patients  when  ino- 
culated  in  a  very fingular  manner ,  fhould  by  a 
candid  enquiry  among  their  friends  chance 
to  find  oot,  that  inconveniences  have  arifeit 
from  any  particular  plan  they  had  adop¬ 
ted,  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  filently 
change  their  fyflem,  for  the  benefit  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  their  own  credit  >  and  I  do  af- 
fore  them,  that  I  am  equally  open  to  con- 
vidian;,  and  if  it  fhall  appear  by  the  moft  au¬ 
thentic  intelligence  which  I  can  procure  from 
difinterefted  people,  either  in  or  out  of  the 
profeffion,  that  health  and  fecurky  from 
the  difeafe,  can  be  equally  obtained  by  redu¬ 
cing  the  patients  fo  low,  as  only  to  produce 
from  5  to  15  pimples,  when  the  ferment 
is  raifed,  by  letting  their  patients  be  expofed 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  check¬ 
ing  maturation,  as  by  promoting  it  by  proper 
temperament  of  air,  according  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  different  conftitutions ;  if  experience 
fhould  determine  in  favor  of  the  former,  1 
mu  ft  fubmit. 


SEC- 
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Cr~ 

i  r  , 

SECTION  l 

Of  Preparation . 

WE  are  told  in  a  pamphlet  lately  pub- 
lilhed,  by  a  very  eminent  and  ingeni¬ 
ous  phyfician*)  that  Inoculation  in  feverai 
counties  of  England  is  pra&ifed  by  fome  ad¬ 
venturers  as  follows  :  <c  All  perfons  are  oblb 
<£  ged  to  go  thro*  a  ftridl  preparatory  regimen 
u  for  a  fortnight  before  the  operation  is  per- 
u  formed.  During  this  courfe,  every  kind  of 
&t  animal  food,  milk  only  excepted,  and  all 
*c  fermented  liquors  and  fpices  are  forbidden. 
C£  Fruit  of  all  forts  is  allowed,  except  only  on 
sc  thofe  days  when  a  purging  medicine  is 
u  taken.  In  this  fortnight  of  preparation  a 
££  dofe  of  a  powder  is  ordered  to  be  taken, 
*£  at  bed-time,  three  feverai  times  5  and  on 
<£  the  following  mornings  a  dofe  of  purging 
*£  fait.  To  children  only  three  dofes  of  the 
€£  powder  are  given,  without  any  purging 
€‘  fait.  The  compofition  of  this  powder  is 
<s  induftrioufly  kept  a  fecret.  But  that  it 
*£  conlifts  partly  of  a  mercurial  preparation, 
*£  is  demonftrated,  by  its  having  made  the 
gums  of  feverai  people  fore,  and  even  fa- 

“  livated 

*  Dr.  Bafor's  Inquiry-,  &c.  p,  6. 


(6)  \ 

“  livated  others.  The  Inoculator  *  fays,  he 
“  never  found  any  ill  effeds  arife  from  pa- 
<c  tients  being  reduced  very  low,  and  that 
cc  generally  the  lower  they  are  reduced  the 
<£  more  favourable  is  the  difeafe.”  Here  I 
mu  ft  beg  leave  to  remark  a  great  inaccuracy 
of  this  practice,  unlefs  all  his  patients  are  of 
the  fame  degree  of  health  and  ftrength  ;  as 
a  fortnight  is  the  given  time  for  preparation, 
and  three  dofes  of  mercurial  phyfic,  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  at  proper  intervals,  during  that  period. 

V 

An  inflamed  ftate  of  the  blood  is  certainly 
a  great  objection  to  the  operation  being  done* 
as  experience  has  long  iince  determined  3 
very  malignant  fevers  having  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  expeded  period  of  the  va¬ 
riolous  fymptoms,  which  have  carried  off  the 
patients,  when  the  fmall-pox  eruption  has 
been  of  the  mo  ft  favourable  kind,  and  few* 
but  furrounded  with  petechias  as  numerous 
almoft  as  the  terminations  of  the  excretories 
on  the  furface  of  the  fkin.  I  cannot  fay  that 
I  ever  faw  any  ill  effed  from  inoculating 
thofe  who  have  been  fubjed  to  fcorbutic 
eruptions  from  an  acrimonious  ftate  of  the 
blood,  nay,  far  otherwife,  for  a  plentiful  e- 
ruption,  permitted  to  maturate  kindly,  has 
often  proved  a  perfed  cure* 

By 


*  Lib .  cit*  p*  15* 
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By  way  of  preparation  for  inoculating, 
fome  people  have  kept  their  children  ex¬ 
tremely  low,  and  purged  them  repeatedly  at 
three  or  four  days  interval ;  others  again 
have  given  calomeL  Whether  mercurial  pur¬ 
ges  are  always  neceffary,  or  advantageous,  I 
cannot  determine,  as  I  only  give  them  to  chil¬ 
dren,  where  I  apprehend  Dime,  or  worms  in 
the  primae  vise ;  nor  has  my  experience  furnifli- 
ed  me  with  authority  for  a  general  practice  for 
its  ufe  in  preparing  patients  for  the  operation.  I 
own  myfelf  rather  prejudiced  againft  that 
plan  of  fweetening  the  blood,  as  it  is  called  ; 
as  the  word  fort  of  frnail-pox  I  ever  favv 
from  inoculation,  was  in  fome  children  that 
had  been  thus  prepared  before  I  faw  them, 
and  from  the  obfervations  I  have  made, 
I  really  think,  manifeft  injury  has  been 
done  by  diffolving  the  blood,  and  rendering 
it  fharp  and  acrimonious,  and  is  more  fre¬ 
quently  attended  with  a  bad  fort  of  fmall- 
pox,  and  more  dangerous  fymptoms,  than 

where  lefs  preparation  has  been  ufed  - 

The  preparation  ufed  by  Rhazes ,  was  bleed¬ 
ing,  fwimming,  ice-water,  (which  was  like- 
wife  his  beverage  till  the  patient  vomits  and 
fweats  in  the  attack  of  this  difeafe),  the  coldeft 
acid  diet,  juice  of  unripe  grapes,  and  falads  ; 

the 

*"  -  K  '  t  •  x  t 

*  Frelnd\  Hid.  of  Phyfic. 
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the  receipt  he  gave  of  acids  and  fpodium, 
was  fo  much  in  vogue  among  the  Indians ,  that 
they  did  not  believe  that  any  one  who  ufed 
it,  could  have  more  than  ten  puftules  in  the 
whole  ;  the  body  to  be  kept  open  by  fome 
lenient  cathartic  infufion,  which,  he  fays, 
will  make  the  puftules  fewer,  and  this  to  be 
continued,  if  the  diftemper  fhould  be  vio¬ 
lent, 

* 

My  general  method  is  this,  in  children,  to 
empty  the  bowels  by  two  or  three  purges,  at 
proper  diftances,  before  I  inoculate,  andasfoon 
as  the  operation  is  performed,  to  abftain  from 
all  meat,  and  fermented  liquors,  to  live  chief¬ 
ly  on  vegetables,  and  to  keep  the  body  open  by 
fome  lenient  medicine,  or  diet  that  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  ftool,  at  leaft,  every  other  day;  and  du¬ 
ring  the  preparation,  even  to  the  time  of  the 
eruption,  to  take  their  ufual  airings  and  gentle 
exercife. — If  the  habit  of  body  is  fuch  as 
jnanifeftly  requires  reftoratives,  or  otherwife 
corroding,  Inoculation  fhould  be  deferred 
till  that  is  effeded ;  Adults,  indeed,  require  a 
/lrider  regimen  before  the  operation  is  per¬ 
formed,  and  if  plethoric  to  lofe  a  little 
blood ;  and  yet,  with  all  the  preparation 
thought  requijite ,  it  is  certain,  infedion  taken 
by  the  lungs,  does  not  prove  fo  mild  as  by 
inoculation,  to  one  in  fifty. 


No 


#4  V* '  •  =• 

- - -  v,fr.<  i . 


N  o  general  plan  of  preparation  can  poffi- 
bly  be  laid  down  ;  as  three  dofes  of  phyfic 
may  be  too  many  for  fome  Weak  children, 
and  fix  may  be  too  few  for  adults,  that  are 
robuft  and  corpulent;  the  judgment  of  the 
Inoculator  fhould  always  determine  as  to  the 
neceflity  of  evacuations,  and  abftinence, 
occafionally  to  invigorate  by  a  more  nutrienjf  - 
diet.  - 

As  inftances  of  the  ill  eftedts  of  reducing 
patients  too  low  in  the  preparation  are  not 
few,  I  may  be  permitted  to  mention  one  which 
was  very  remarkable  :  A  gentleman  of  great 
fortune  lately  confulted  an  eminent  phyfician 
and  me,  and  told  us,  that  his  father,  in  order 
to  render  the  difeafe  as  mild  as  pofiible  when 
he  was  to  be  inoculated,  was  preparing 
him  feveral  weeks,  by  repeated  purges, 
low  diet,  and  every  method  to  fweeten  the 
blood ,  as  it  is  called;  which  foon,  from  a 
ftrong  healthy  youth,  reduced  him  to  a 
very  weak  (late :  he  was  then  inoculated, 
and  at  the  ufual  time  was  taken  ill,  but  had 
only  a  rafh,  which  never  maturated,  tho*  all 
the  affiftance  of  medicine,  directed  by  people 
ofthefirft  rank  in  the  profefiion,  was  given  ; 
he  was  fent  extremely  weak  and  low  fpirited 
to  fchool,  and  in  a  few  weeks  had  an  erup¬ 
tion  that  came  out  in  blotches,  or  rather 

C  clutters 
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clufters  of  pimples,  that  maturated;  yet,  net* 
withftanding  this  effort  of  nature  to  depu¬ 
rate  the  blood,  he  has  not  ever  been  heal¬ 
thy  fince,  though  many  years  have  elapfed  ; 
but  has  frequently  rafhes  that  appear,  and 
fuddenly  retire,  lofs  of  appetite,  indigeftion, 
his  fkin  difcoloured  in  feveral  places  with  a 
fort  of  morphew  on  it,  and  is  ever  com¬ 
plaining,  and  his  complaints  are  now  called 
nervous. 

This  remark  made  me  enquire  amongft 
my  brethren  who  had  been  mod  converfant 
with  inoculated  patients  ;  and  they  all  agreed, 
that  the  plan  I  have  mentioned,  mutatis  mutant 
dis ,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  fub-> 
jeds,  was  in  general  the  beft  preparation. 

We  often  find  people  follicitous  to  have 
the  matter  taken  from  the  natural  fort  of 
fmall-pox  to  be  inoculated  with,  fuppofing 
it  to  be  more  efficacious,  than  that  taken 
from  an  inoculated  perfon  ;  while  others  pre¬ 
fer  the  matter  from  inoculation  as  lefs  viru¬ 
lent,  and  likely  to  produce  a  milder  fort  of 
the  difeafe  ;  but  to  put  this  matter  beyond 
doubt,  an  experiment  was  made  with  vario¬ 
lous  matter,  taken  from  a  perfon  who  was 
the  14th  in  defeent,  from  the  natural  fort 
fir  ft  inoculated ;  by  a  thread  wetted  with  this 
platter,  ao  children  were  inoculated  at  the 


(  II  } 

fame  time,  who  had  all  undergone  the  farile 
kind  of  preparation.  Some  of  them  had  the* 
difeafe  very  mild,  arid  others  rather  fevere  5 
this  certainly  {hews,  that  the  whole  depends 
on  the  habit  of  body  of  the  perfon  inocula¬ 
ted  $  confequently,  the  fame  kind  of  prepara¬ 
tory  regimen  cannot  be  proper  in  all  con- 
ftitutions*  The  quantity  of  matter  introdu¬ 
ced  makes  no  kind  of  difference,  as  the  fmal- 
left  particle  in  fome  conflitutions  has  produ* 
ced  almoft  a  confluent  kind  of  fmall-pox  5  in 
others,  tho*  legs  and  arms  have  been  deep* 
ly  incifed  and  well  filled  with  matter,  the 
effedt  has  been  only  a  few  puftules* 

The  operation  with  thefe  practitioners  is 
iikewife  to  differ  from  the  practice  that  has 
been  for  many  years  eftablifhed  by  people  of 
the  firfl  degree  of  eminence  in  the  profef* 
fion. 


St?  r* 
SL  V** 


SECT.  II. 


Of  Variations  in  the  Manner  of  Inoculating* 


T  is  certain  that  great  improvements  have 


been  made  in  the  manner  of  inferting  the 


variolous  matter  fince  the  pradtice  of  inocu¬ 
lating  was  introduced  in  this  kingdom  $  at  firfl 
large  and  deep  incifions  were  made  both  in  legs 
and  arms,  as  if*  intended  for  iffues,and  crammed 
full  of  pellets  of  lint  or  cotton,  well  wetted  with 
the  fm  all -pox  matter:  the  difficulty  of  healing 
the  legs  foon  made  the  operators  confine  their 
incifions  only  to  the  arms  ^  and  experience  at 
length  taught  us,  that  the  fmalled  particle  of 
matter  would  produce  the difeafe,  and  that  the 
flighted  fcratch,  with  a  fmall  thread  moidened 
with  the  variolous  matter*  was  as  efficacious, 
when  applied  on  the  incifion  after  it  had  cea- 
fed  to  bleed,  as  where  the  larged  wounds  had 
been  made  and  much  matter  put  into  them. 

The  method  of  inoculating,  by  the  per- 
fons  alluded  to  in  Dr,  Baker  s  Inquiry,  &e 
is  this.  The  operator,  he  fays,  opens  a 

pudule  where  the  matter  is  in  a  crude 


u  date. 


*  Page  So 
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*  date,  with  the  point  of  a  lancet,  and  then 
tc  juft  raifes  up  the  cuticle  on  the  outer  part 
*c  of  the  arm  of  the  perfon  to  be  inoculated, 
<c  with  his  moift  lancet/’  But  I  have  been 
told  by  a  furgeon,  who  faw  one  of  thefe 
gentlemen  operate,  that  he  wiped  his  lancet 
with  the  matter,  on  the  part  of  the  arm  he 
intended  for  the  infinuation  of  the  variolous 
matter,  and  then  pafled  the  point  of  his  lan¬ 
cet  thro’  the  middle  of  the  matter,  railing 
the  cuticle  as  above  defcribed,  and  by  the 
motions  of  the  lancet,  feemed  to  endeavour 
to  get  in  as  much  of  the  matter  as  he  could; 
“  this  done,  he  only  prefled  down  the  raifed 
“  cuticle  with  his  finger,  and  applied  neither 
*c  plafter  nor  bandage/* 

I  will  not  infift  on  it  that  matter  intro¬ 
duced  between  the  cuticle  and  cutis  is  not 
equally  capable  of  producing  the  difeafe  as 
where  a  fcratch  is  made  thro’  the  fame 
integument  fufficient  to  flightiy  wound  the 
true  fldn  $  but  to  rifque  the  receiving  it  by 
the  mouth  and  nofirils,  in  my  opinion,  muft 
be  wrong,  or  otherwife  inoculation  is  ab- 
furd. 

I  cannot  fuppofe  any  particular  advan- 
tage  to  arife  from  this  method  of  inferring 
the  matter ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced 
by  the  experience  I  have  had,  that  the  in- 
cifion  in  the  ufual  way,  that  has  of  late  years 


(  H  ) 

been  praftifed,  is  preferable ;  if  the  difeafe  is 
given  in  fuch  manner  as  to  anfwer  nature  & 
intention  in  the  natural  way— by  this  I  mean 
where  the  patient  has  not  been  reduced  fo 
low  as  not  to  be  able  to  throw  off  the  load 
by  a  plentiful  fuppuration  of  the  pimples,  or 
has  been  retarded  by  expofing  him  to  thd 
cold  air  ;  but  more  of  this  in  another  place* 
- — Now,  in  cafe  there  fhould  be  a  load  of 
humour  to  be  thrown  off,  and  a  plentiful  e- 
ruption  is  to  be  expedled  ;  every  pra&itioner, 
as  well  as  a  parent,  would  with  it  might  be 
determined  to  any  other  part  but  the  face 
and  bread:. 

The  refult  of  what  I  have  feen  from  re=* 
peated  experiments,  is  this  ;  that  in  the  fame 
perfons  where  I  have  inoculated  one  arm  by 
a  fcratch  of  half  an  inch  long,  and  laid  on  a 
thread  wetted  with  the  matter;  and,  in  the 
other  1  inferred  the  variolous  matter  with  the 
point  of  the  lancet,  as  above-mentioned  ;  at 
the  time  when  I  expedtea  the  perfons  would 
be  taken  ill,  I  as  ufual  applied  large  pultices 
of  bread  and  milk,  with  a  little  oil,  from  the 
termination  of  the  deltoid  mufcle  to  nearly 
the  bend  of  the  elbow,  totally  furrounding 
the  arm,  with  diredlions  to  change  them  as 
often  as  they  became  cool  ;  by  this  method 
begun  early ,  I  have  had  the  greatefl:  number 
©n  the  incifed  arm,  efpeciallv  about  the  in- 
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cifion,  in  almoft  every  patient.  But  though 
the  fame  applications  were  made  to  the  arms 
punBured ,  according  to  the  method  pra&ifed 
by  thefe  gentlemen  in  the  country  ;  fcarcely 
half  a  dozen  came  out  there*  when  the 
incifed  arm  of  the  fame  perfon  was  ex¬ 
tremely  full  under  the  pultice  *  now  what 
feems  to  give  the  modern  pun  Bure  the  pre¬ 
ference  by  thofe  that  efpoufe  the  pradtice,  is, 
that  it  only  becomes  a  puflule ,  and  is  the  la (i 
that  dries  and  falls  off.  Yet,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  advantage  is  had  from  the 
difcharge  of  the  incifions,  as  the  attempt  to 
dry  them  up  too  early  evinces,  by  the  inflam¬ 
mation  that  comes  round  the  part,  as  well 
as  the  lips  thickening,  and  the  fore  becoming 
foul. 

For  this  reafon,  afoft  digeftive  cannot  be 
too  long  continued,  and  the  wound  will 
readily  cicatrize,  when  the  inflammation 
caufed  by  the  difeafe  is  removed  by  proper 
^yacuations*  and  cooling  medicines. 
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Of  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe • 

/  * 

IN  order  to  come  at  the  proper  method 
of  treating  inoculated  patients,  it  will  be 
necedary  to  trace  the  difeafe  from  its  origin, 
through  its  various  ftages,  in  the  natural 
way. 

The  variolous  feeds  feem  to  be  innate  in 
the  blood  of  every  human  being,  in  many 
parts  of  the  world ;  and  thefe,  by  a  ferment, 
generally  in  fome  period  of  our  lives,  produce 
an  eruption  on  the  furface  of  the  body,  which 
at  length  become  puftules,  the  matter  foon 
dries  and  forms  fcabs,  which  drop  off,  and 
the  difeafe  is  then  at  an  end. 

From  the  univerfality  of  this  difeafe  a- 
jnongft  mankind  in  moft  places,  it  feems,  as  if 
nature  had  fome  falutary  end  for  the  conftitu- 
tion,  to  be  anfwered  by  this  powerful  depuration 
that  the  blood  undergoes  at  fuch  time,  which 
often  proves  the  means  of  carrying  off  fome 
other  diforders,  and  afterwards  gives  a  bet¬ 
ter  date  of  health  to  the  perfon  who  has 
gone  $ro’  it. 
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The  difeafe  is  evidently  contagious,  and 
is  more  or  lefs  violent,  according  to  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  body  in  which  it  is  produced.  The 
milder  fort  is  termed  diftinff,  the  moft  ma¬ 
lignant  and  dangerous,  the  confluent. 

It  is  advanced  by  a  Writer  on  the  fmall- 
pox,  that  whatever  caufes  may  produce  in¬ 
flammation  to  a  high  degree,  may  produce 
the  fmail-pox  $  but  if  we  could  evade  the 
caufcs  productive  of  inflammation,  or  deftroy 
the  infection  producing  this  fpecies  of  in¬ 
flammation,  we  might  evade  the  fmall-pox* 
So  vice  verfa9  it  might  not  feem  unreasona¬ 
ble,  to  fay,  that  whatever  might  bring  on  a 
violent  inflammation,  might  again  produce 
the  fmall-pox. — This  poffibly  may  be  carry¬ 
ing  the  point  a  little  too  far,  yet,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  very  high  inflammatory  fevers  pro¬ 
duce  eruptions,  that  maturate  ;  and  fome  I 
have  feen  that  have  greatly  refembled  the 
puftules  of  the  fmall-pox,  tho’  that  diftemper 
in  all  its  circumftances,  is  very  rarely  known 
to  come  a  fecond  time  in  the  fame  perfon. 

The  prognoflication  that  may  be  made  is 
this,  that  in  cafe  the  perfon  is  attacked  with 
an  acute  fever,  violent  pains  in  the  head  and 
back,  frequent  Teachings  to  vomit,  and  uni- 
verfal  heat  9  there  is  reafon  to  believe  the 
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fever  will  be  attended  with  eruptions,  and 
moft  likely  the  fmall-pox,  if  the.perfon  fo 
attacked  has  not  had  the  difcrder. 

Shou l d it  prove  the and  the  erup¬ 
tions  make  their  appearance  within  the  firft 
24  hours  after  the  attack,  it  is  of  the  confluent 
fort,  and  they  generally  prove  fatal  3  if  with¬ 
in  48  hours,  they  run  together,  and  are  al¬ 
ways  attended  with  great  danger  3  if  on  the 
third  day  complete  from  the  invafion,  it  ge¬ 
nerally  proves  a  mixed  fort,  and  if  the  erup¬ 
tion  does  not  make  its  appearance  till  the 
fourth  day  complete,  it  is  always  mild  and 
diftindt. 

This  then  being  allowed,  we  may  lay  it 
down  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  later  the 
eruption  appears,  the  milder  will  be  the  fort ; 
how  great  then  mu  ft  be  the  impropriety  of 
giving  hot  cordial  medicines  to  hurry  out  the 
pimples  b 
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Of  retarding  the  'Eruption, 


I  G  H  health  and  an  inflamed  Hate  of 


blood,  when  the  infection  is  received. 


generally  produce  a  moft  dangerous  fpecies 
of  the  difeafe,  and  the  eruption  is  often  with¬ 
in  fixteen  hours  after  the  attack  :  From  im¬ 
proper  treatment,  I  am  clear,  that  where 
nature,  if  left  to  herfelf,  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  mild  diftindt  fort,  but  by  inflaming 
the  blood  with  cordials,  blifters,  con¬ 
fining  patients  to  bed  at  firfty  and  heated  air  ; 
the  confequence  is  often  a  very  bad  con- 
fluent  kind ;  fo ,  vice  verfa>  if  fymptoms  that 
threaten  a  very  malignant  fort,  are  .attacked 
by  powerful  and  fudden  evacuations,  the 
perfon  kept  out  of  bed,  in  a  cool  air,  and 
every  method  taken  to  abate  the  inflam¬ 
mation,  the  difeafe  will  be  rendered  mild, 
tho’,  poffibly,  not  of  a  diftindt  fort. 

In  fupport  of  this  affertion,  I  will  relate 
a  very  remarkable  cafe,  that  happened  in  my 
own  family,  in  the  year  1740. 


D  2 


A  CHI  trD 


(  20  ) 


A  chile  about  three  years  of  age  was 
attacked  with  the  ufuai  fymptoms  of  a  bad 
fort  of  fmall-pox,  and  from  the  great  pain 
in  its  head  and  back,  the  mother  thought  it 
right  to  put  him  to  bed  $  in  lefs  than  twenty 
hours  after  he  was  feized,  the  mod  violent 
eruption  of  the  miliary  kind  I  ever  faw  made 
its  appearance.  Soon  after  a  phyfician,  who 
was  at  that  time  intimate  in  the  family,  called, 
and  being  told  of  the  child’s  illnefs,  he  went 
up  to  vifit  it,  declared  it  the  fmall-pox, 
ordered  it  to  be  bled  fix  ounces  diredtly,  and 
as  foon  as  poffible  to  get  him  feveral  ftools 
by  purges  of  the  cooling  kind,  with  tama¬ 
rinds.-— This  was  done,  and  he  had  a  dozen 
or  more  ftools,  and  in  the  evening  was  bled 
again  ;  he  took  nitre  with  barley-water  at 
times  in  the  night,  or  cheefe-whey  $  on  its 
being  objected  to  the  child’s  taking  a  fecond 
dofe  of  purging  phyfic,  the  next  morning,  left 
the  eruption  might  retire ,  and  thereby  en¬ 
danger  his  life,  by  interrupting  nature  in  her 
defign  of  throwing  off  the  difeafe  by  the 
Ikin,  and,  confequently,  it  might  Fall  on^ 
feme  of  the  vilcera  j  the  Dodtor  made  for 
anfwer,  that  unlefs  we  could  make  it  retire 
for  three  days  at  leaft,  the  child  would  cer¬ 
tainly  die  ;  if  it  could  be  kept  back  for  four, 
it  would  be  ftill  better  ;  and  if  he  could  fuc- 
cced  in  his  intention,  that  the  fmall-pox 

would 
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would  then  come  out  in  clumps ,  as  he  termed 
the  next  appearance  of  the  pimples,  not  di- 
ftindt  univerfally,  but  in  plotches,  contain¬ 
ing,  perhaps,  eight  or  ten  diftindt  pimples ; 
and  that  thefe  clumps  would  be  in  various 

parts  of  the  body. - The  child  was 

kept  up  the  whole  time,  and  the  air  fre¬ 
quently  changed,  the  eruption  foon  difap- 
peared,  and  as  the  Dodtor  had  prognoftica- 
ted,  it  made  its  appearance  late  on  the  third 
day,  and  the  child  was  kept  out  of  bed  till 
it  was  complete  5  he  then  was  put  to  bed, 
kept  moderately  cool,  and  the  maturation 
went  on  as  in  the  mild  fort  of  fm all- pox,  and 
he  had  not  a  bad  fymptom  during  the  whole 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe ;  he  was  purged  as 
ufual  at  proper  diftanees,  and  he  enjoyed 
perfedt  health,  after  his  recovery. 

The  fi  ngularity  of  this  cafe,  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  it  being  quite  new,  made  me  very 
defirous  of  hearing  the  Dodtor’s  reafon  for 
his  condudt  I  told  him,  I  thought  the  fteps 
he  had  taken  were  rather  hazardous ;  he  then 
afked  me  if,  as  a  furgeon,  I  would  not  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevent  inflammation  running  too 
high  in  any  tumor,  where  matter  was  inten¬ 
ded  to  be  formed  ?  I  told  him,  certainly  fo, 
as  it  was  always  my  practice  in  the  anthrax. 
He  faid,  in  the  fmall-pox,  that  an  early  crop- 
lion,  with  great  inflammation,  was  like  the 
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anthrax ,  and  mu  ft  be  fo  treated,  or  other- 
wife  the  whole  fkin  would  fphacelate,  and 
no  matter  be  formed ;  but,  that  the  milder 
fort  of  the  f mall-pox  might  be  compared  to 
fo  many  phlegmons ,  which  if  the  body  is 
not  too  much  heated,  will  certainly  gradually 
be  filled  with  matter. — I  alked  him  why  he 
.was  fo  rapid  in  his  evacuations  ?  He  faid, 
there  was  no  time  to  be  loft  to  give  a  chance 
for  life ;  for  if  they  were  made  gradually,  it 
had  the  fame  effedt,  as  too  final  1  engines 
would  have  on  a  houfe  .in  flames,  only  ferve 
to  make  it  blaze  with  more  violence.  The 
cafe  I  related  to  feveral  men  of  eminence  in 
phyfic,  at  the  time  it  happened. 

This  pradtice  being  fo  different  from  what 
I  had  feen,  made  me  a  little  attentive  to 
Sydenham  s  method  of  treating  the  fmall-pox 
when  I  inoculated  ;  but  luch  was  the  preju¬ 
dice,  at  that  time,  in  favor  of  cordials  to  aflift 
nature,  in  throwing  off  the  peccant  matter 
to  the  flurface  of  the  body,  that  I  am  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced,  by  confining  the  patient 
to  his  bed,  as  foon  as  the  firft  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe  come  on,  and  by  endeavouring  to 
fupport  the  eruptive  fever,  as  alfo,  denying 
any  frefti  air  within  the  curtains,  does  always 
occafion  the  difeafe  to  he  more  violent,  and 
a§  Podtor  Jiaker  juftly  obferves,  I  make  no 
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doubt  but  that  this  method  has  been  fatal  to 
thoufands. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  that  where  fymp- 
toms  of  the  fmall-pox  have  come  on,tho’  the 
moft  violent  evacuations  have  been  made, 
and  the  patients  expofed  to  the  cold  air,  ne¬ 
vertheless,  though  it  retarded  the  eruption, 
yet  it  never  could  prevent  it;  if  fo,  and,  that 
the  later  the  pimples  appear,  the  more  mild 
will  be  the  fort ;  I  Should  think  thofe  will 
be  in  the  right  who  keep  their  inoculated 
patients  up  in  cool  air  till  the  eruption  is  com- 
plete>  and  their  bodies  kept  Soluble  by  pro¬ 
per  food  or  medicine,  as  occafion  may  re¬ 
quire.  So  far  I  agree  with  the  antient  prac¬ 
titioners  and  modern  adventurers. 

From  the  time  of  infection  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  eruptive  fever,  I  do  not 
permit  patients  of  a  plethoric  habit  to  eat 
animal  food,  but  to  live  on  vegetable  diet,, 
with  toaft  and  water,  or  barley  water,  by  way 
of  drink  at  their  meals,  and  tea  or  thin  cho¬ 
colate  for  their  breakfaft ;  if,  at  the  ufuai 
time  I  do  not  find  the  incifions  look  florid, 
and  the  lips  thickened,  or  hard  to  the  touch, 
I  frequently  recommend  chicken  for  dinner, 
and  add  a  little  wine  to  the  water  at  that 
time,  to  fome  tender  children  whofe  circula¬ 
tion  is  languid;  but  in  general,  wifh  that 
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the  body  may  be  kept  open  by  the  diet,  or 
fame  gentle  aperitive. 

An  itching  about  the  incifions  is  the  firft 
fymptom  of  the  infection  being  taken  ;  and 
a  pain  in  the  axilla  is  generally  the  fore-run¬ 
ner  of  the  eruptive  fever.  This  pain  is  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  languor,  rigors,  quicknefs  of 
pulfe,  tongue  dry,  with  a  pain  in  the  head 
or  back,  which  will  go  off  for  a  time,  and 
then  return  again  with  violence.  Though  it 
is  remarkable,  that  great  pain  in  the  back  is 
a  very  alarming  fymptom  in  the  natural 
fmall-pox,  yet  from  inoculation  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways  to,  as  it  generally  goes  off  on  the  erup¬ 
tion  being  complete,  as  well  as  every  other 
complaint  made  on  the  firii  attack  of  the 
fever* 

During  this  feverith  date,  the  breath  is 
very  offenfive,  and,  1  believe,  contagious, 
and  the  incifions  become  little  doughs,  but 
do  not  difcharge  j  there  is  fometimes  an  ef- 
florefcence  on  the  lkin,  attending  the  pimples 
on  their  firft  appearance,  but  this  generally 
goes  off  at  the  time  the  matter  appears  in 
the  puftules. 

Sometimes  there  is  a  fortofrafh  mixed 
with  the  true  fmali-pox  pimples  5  and  if  the 
fymptom s  of  fever  do  not  run  high,  this  is 
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not  dangerous;  but  now  and  then  there  is 
an  ugly  livid  appearance  on  the  fkin,  in  blot¬ 
ches.  This  is  a  mark  of  high  inflammation,  ' 
and  patients  in  fuch  cafe  fhould  be  kept  as 
cool  as  poffible,  with  conftant  change  of  air, 
and  diluted  plentifully  with  frnall  liquors,  well 
acidulated  with  gas  fulphuris,  or  fpir.  vi» 
trioli ;  otherwife  there  will  not  be  any  matter 
in  the  pimples ;  for  cordials  at  this  time ,  will 
turn  the  whole  Ikin  into  a  flough  :  But  when 
the  matter  begins  to  diftend  the  puftules, 
thofe  livid  blotches  generally  difappear,  and 
blifters  often  become  neceffary  to  fill  thofe  on 
the  extremities :  when  the  face  fubfides,  and 
the  pulfe  is  languid  and  low,  even  a  little  fack 
may  be  proper  to  keep  the  matter  on  the 
fkin  ;  when  maturation  has  feemingly  been 
at  a  fland,  and  the  pulfe  feverifti,  a  ftool  or 
two  procured  by  a  ciyfter  has  immediately 
filled  the  puftules ;  tho’  purging  medicines 
at  this  time  are  thought  hazardous,  yet  I 
have  always  found  advantage  from  the  body 
being  kept  open ;  at  leaf!;,  we  fhould  not  fuf~ 
fer  coftivenefs  to  continue  in  any  period  of 
the  difeafe.  But  from  the  very  beginning, 
it  is  obfervable,  that  Sydenham  leans  towards 
the  cool  method.  £<  If  my  own  Son,  fays 
<£  he*,  was  to  have  the  fmall-pox,  (uniefs 
cc  fomething  extraordinary  was  to  happen) 

4<  I  would  not  fuffer  him  to  keep  his  bed 
<c  till  the  firft  appearance  of  the  eruption/5 
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or  rather,  I  fhould  think,  till  the  eruption  is 
complete ;  <c  nor  would  I  allow  more  fire  in 
cc  the  room,  or  more  cloaths  on  the  bed, 
“  than  what  he  is  accuftomed  to,  when  in 
“  health.  May,  June ,  July  and  Augujl it 
c‘  feems,  are  the  months  preferred  as  the  mo  ft 
c4  feafonable*’  for  the  new  method,  and  are 
certainly,  the  p  rope  re  ft  for  the  operation,  if  the 
patients  are  to  be  turned  into  the  ftreet  as  foon 
as  any  eruption  has  made  its  appearance/7  We 
do  not  find  that  the  pimples  in  general  ma¬ 
turate,  and  indeed^  it  feems  not  to  be  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  inocelator,  the  eruption  is  the 
whole  of  his  care.  No  confinement,  even 
i(  to  the  houfe,  was  required,  except  during 
CJ  a  few  hours,  while  the  fever  continued/7 
For  after  that,  they  are  turned  out  of  doors, 
to  do  as  they  pleafe ;  and  if  prejudice  does 
not  bias  thofe  who  had  inoculated  the  moft, 
preference  was  always  given  to  the  Spring 
and  Autumn  as  the  moft  moderate  weather  \ 
and  if  the  intelligence  of  Dr.  Monro  is  to  be 
relied  on,  the  coldeft  weather  is  no  objection 
to  the  operation  :  Now  the  conclufion  muft 
be,  that  there  cannot  he  any  exception  to 
any  month  in  the  year,  and  tho’  it  may  feem 
extraordinary  that  many  of  the  inoculated 
people  went  abroad  barefooted  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  parts  of  Scotland,  we  might  as  well 
Quote  fome  of  ours  that  did  not  wear  gloves. 

SECT. 
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SECT..  V.  . 

»  t  • 

Of  the  Effect  of  Cold  Air . 

•  i , 

/  f  '  >  •  — 

HERE  I  muft  again  diffeot  from  thofe 
gentlemen  who  adt  on  the  above 

plan. 

The  intention  of  inoculation  is  to  raife 
fuch  a  fever  by  the  infertion  of  variolous  mat- 
ter,  as  may  bring  about  that  depuration  of  the 
blood,  which  nature  feems  to  intend  by  the  di-^ 
feafe  in  the  natural  way,  with  this  advantage 
of  having  prepared  the  fubjedts  for  the  re¬ 
ception  ofthevariolcus  particles,  and  by  know¬ 
ing  the  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  being  enabled  to 
keep  it  under  our  dominion  ;  and  as  leffening 
the  heat  and  inflammation  in  the  eruptive 
fever  is  of  the  greatefl:  fervice  in  rendering 
the  difeafe  mild,  fo  when  once  the  eruption 
is  perfect,  which  we  may  be  aflured  will  be 
by  the  end  of  the  fourth  day  from  its  firfl: 
appearance,  (tho’  the  greatefl:  pufh  is  generally 
made  in  the  third  night)  I  then  generally 
recommend  my  patients  to  be  kept  in  bed, 
if  the  weather  is  cold,  as  the  warmth  of  the 
bed  cannot  at  this  time  alter  the  fpecies  of  the 
difeafe,  nor  increafe  the  number  of  pimples, 

E  2  but 
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but  mu  ft,  like  a  general  pultice,  forward  the 
maturation ,  which  feems  to  me  to  be  the  ge¬ 
neral  advantage  that  fhould  be  expe&ed 
from  the  difeafe. 

■Si  -  •  -  v.’  ■  1  . 

■ .»  »  N  ^  •  a  ..  y 

I  am  aware  that  both  in  the  natural  fort, 
and  that  from  inoculation,  there  is  a  warty 
kind  that  do  not  become  puftules  :  this  may 
be  owing  to  the  want  of  the  vis  vit£  that  is 
obfervable  in  weak  patients,  and  I  am  fully 
convinced, that  too  long  preparation,  efpecially 
in  weakly  children,  has  prevented  nature 
from  making  that  falutary  depuration  of  the 
blood,  that  fbe  nioil  likely  would  have  done 
if  left  to  herfelf,  as  is  obfervable  in  the  cafe,y>.  g. 

I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  mifunderftood  here, 
as  it  was  fartheft  from  my  intentions  to  de¬ 
prive  the  patients  the  advantage  of  breathing 
frefh  cool  air  •>  I  only  mean  to  keep  the  pi?n- 
ples  in  that  ftate,  which  will  forward  matu¬ 
ration,  and  not  by  expofing  them  to  the  very 
cold  air,  either  retard  them  in  their  fuppura- 
tion,  or  totally  prevent  it. — -However  light 
the  gentlemen  who  are  accuftomed  to  turn 
their  patients  into  the  ftreet,  as  foon  as  the 
eruption  is  perfect,  may  make  of  this,  I  will 
appeal  to  the  obfervation  of  every  man  who 
has  attended  this  difeafe,  that  often  on  taking 
up  patients  to  make  their  beds,  by  checking  of 
perfpiration  and  expofing  the  tumefied  pirn,- 
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pies  to  the  cold  air,  that  rofy  hue  that  en¬ 
circles  each  pimple  has  vanifhed,  and  the 
patient  has  become  lick,  with  pain  at  the 
ftomach,  and  often  reaching,  fometimes  fain- 
tings,  which  on  being  put  to  bed,  and  a  ne- 
ceffary  cordial  then  adminijlered ,  has  all  gone 
off  again. 

The  bringing  to  life  people  that  have 
been  fuffocated  by  noxious  air  is  no  new 
thing,  if  frelli  air  is  timely  adminiftered. 
Whether  their  appearing  as  dead,  was  owing 
to  drawing  in  the  peftilential  air  from  the 
mouth  of  a  ventilator,  or  the  putrid  and  ftag- 
nated  air  of  a  well,  or  that  confined  within 
the  curtains  of  a  clofe  room,  in  the  mod 
malignant  kind  of  the  confluent  fmall-pox, 
the  caufe  is  the  fame,  and  the  fame  remedy 
will  almoft  as  conftantly  relieve,  and  revive 
the  patient ;  but  ftill  we  do  not  find  the  pa¬ 
tients  left  out  in  the  ftreets,  or  carried  into 
a  cellar,  or  laid  without  a  fhirt,  by  way  of 
bringing  the  puflules  forward,— The  heat,* 
as  I  have  faid,  is  often  too  great  to  effedt  it ; 
I  have  often  leen  fpirit  of  vitriol,  decodtion 
of  the  bark,  with  fome  neutral  falts,  or  even 
a  clyfter  to  give  a  ftool  at  that  time,  in  a  few 
hours  plump  up  the  pock,  which,  for  fome 
time  before  feemed  in  a  date  of  reft. 

If 
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If  the  fever  is  increafed  by  reftleffhefs 
from  the  forenefs  of  the  puftules,  the  fame 
advantage,  after  a  ftool,  will  be  obtained  by 
opiates  acidulated  with  the  elixir  vitrioli . 

If  Sydenham  does  allow  that  the  cold  air 
retards  the  eruption,  will  it  not  for  the  fame 
reafon  prevent  maturation  of  the  pimples  ?  or 
is  it  a  new  dodtrine,  that  in  cafe  matter  is 
hindered  from  forming  where  nature  intend¬ 
ed,  to  have  it  fall  on  fome  other  part  ?  or  is  it 
not  univerfally  known,  that  matter  will  re¬ 
tire  and  be  tranflated  to  a  very  diftant 
part  ?  If  fo,  to  encourage  it  forming  on  the 
fkin,  and  keeping  it  there  till  it  dries  away  in 
fcabs,  as  is  the  natural  progrefs  of  the  di- 
feafe,  fhould,  I  imagine,  be  the  plan  of  giv¬ 
ing  the  fmall-pox  to  the  advantage  of  the  pa¬ 
tients. 

I  am  flrongly  of  opinion,  that  the  difeafe 
may  be  fuppreffed  for  a  time,  either  by  re¬ 
ducing  the  patient  too  low,  in  the  prepara¬ 
tory  courfe  for  the  operation  \  or  by  giving 
brifk  purging  medicines  during  the  eruptive 
fever,  which  1  have  been  told  has  frequent¬ 
ly  been  the  cafe  amongft  thofe  who  were 
inoculated  on  the  modern  plan,  and  had  no 
pimples  during  this  light  fever  ;  yet  on  re¬ 
turning  to  their  ufual  exercife  and  diet  they 

have 
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have  had  a  plentiful  eruption,  which  matu¬ 
rated  well,  and  proved  to  be  the  true  varialee, 
—In  fupport  of  which,  I  will  add  a  remark-* 
able  cafe  which  was  under  my  care  laft 
autumn  :  A  child  about  three  years  old,  of  a 
lax  habit  of  body,  after  being  prepared  as 
ufual,  was  inoculated  in  both  arms,  by  a 
thread  which  had  been  well  wetted  with 
matter,  taken  from  a  fubjedl,  the  parents  of 
my  patient  had  the  higheft  opinion  of : 
after  the  operation  was  over,  I  perceived  the 
bottle  in  which  the  thread  was  brought  to 
me  had  a  dew  on  its  infide,  on  fmelling  to 
the  phial,  I  found  it  was  lavender-water 
which  hung  about  its  fides.  I  then  told  the 
lady  who  was  mother  of  the  child,  I  was  ap- 
prehenfive  that  it  would  not  take,  as  poffibly 
the  fpirit  might  deitroy  the  activity  or  the 
matter  ;  the  thread  remained  on  the  incifion 
48  hours,  and  came  away  quite  dry ,  which 
is  not  always  a  prognoflic  of  its  not  having 
taken  place ;  however,  there  not  appearing 
the  lead  fign  of  infedtion  either  on  the  in- 
cifions  or  in  the  pulfe,  in  a  fortnights  time 
the  child  was  inoculated  again,  with  frefli 
matter,  which  feemed  to  have  taken  by  the 
threads  being  moift  when  taken  off,  after 
48  hours  remaining  in  the  incifions ;  on  the 
4th  day  after  the  operation  the  arms  were 
again  examined,  the  lips  of  the  wounds  were 
thickened  and  inflamed,  had  difcharged  an 

ichorous 
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ichorous  matter,  and  feemed  to  promife  fuc- 
cefs  to  our  fecond  operation  ;  about  the  7th 
day,  fymptoms  of  the  eruptive  fever  came 
on,  but  a  violent  diarrhoea  immediately  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  febrile  heat  abated,  the  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  arms  went  of f,  and  every  o- 
ther  fymptom  that  portended  an  eruption  of 
variola  ,  a  few  days  after,  on  the  purging 
being  flopped,  the  fever  came  on  again,  the 
child  was  put  to  bed,  and  fome  cordial  me¬ 
dicines  were  given,  in  hopes  to  raife  a  fever 
fufflcient  to  throw  out  the  matter  on  the 
fkin,  but  the  diarrhoea  returning,  our  en¬ 
deavours  again  proved  ineffectual ;  the  child 
was  then  treated  for  the  diarrhoea,  and  a  more 
liberal  diet  was  diredted;  the  fever  then  came 
on  a  third  time,  and  the  incifions  once  more 
threatened  inflammation.  In  order  to  invite 
an  eruption,  more  particularly  to  her  arms, 
I  ordered  pultices  to  be  applied  repeatedly 
in  the  day,  furrounding  the  arms  from  the 
axilla  to  the  elbow  :  by  reftraining  the  pur¬ 
ging  by  proper  medicines,  the  fever  was  kept 
up  for  three  days,  and  a  plentiful  eruption 
of  pimples  on  the  arms  appeared  on  the  fe- 
copd  day  of  this  laft  invafion  ;  the  arms  grew 
violently  inflamed,  difcharged  at  the  ufual 
period,  and  the  puftules  became  replete  with 
matter,  and  dried  off  according  to  the  com¬ 
mon  courfe  of  the  difeafe.  My  opinion  being 
afked,  Whether  I  thought  the  child  was  fafe 
4  from 
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from  the  difeafe  for  the  time  to  come  f  I  an- 
fwered,  that  in  cafe  the  pimples  had  been 
confequent  of  the  firjl  feverifh  attack,  and 
had  maturated  and  gone  off,  as  on  the  lad 
return  of  the  fever*  I  Ihould-have  without 
the  lead  hefitation  pronounced  it  the  fm all¬ 
pox  ;  but  it  was  my  farther  opinion  that  the 
feeds  of  infection  had  been  prevented  from 
adling  by  the  diarrhoeas  fuppreffing  the  fever 
from  time  to  time;  and,  on  that  being  flop¬ 
ped,  the  ferment  having  been  again  raifed, 
the  eruption  fucceeded,  and  I  really  believed 
the  child  had  now  had  the  difeafe  and  was 
very  fafe  ;  however,  if  it  was  my  own  child 
I  would  certainly  give  it  another  trial  to  ob¬ 
tain  fecurity,  the  next  year,  when  a  younger 
child  was  to  be  inoculated.  Since  when,  I 
have  heard  that  the  child  has  been  inoculated 
again  by  the  mod  celebrated  of  the  whole- 
fale  dealers,  and  not  the  lead  change  happen¬ 
ing  at  the  pundture,  or  any  degree  of  fever 
following  the  infertion  of  the  matter,  he  de¬ 
clared  that  the  former  inoculation  had  taken 
place,  and  the  child  was  quite  fafe. 
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SECT.  VI. 

Of  ether  Eruptive  Cafes . 

IH  AV  E  been  often  furprized  at  the  me¬ 
thod  of  treating  eruptions,  in  general,  by 
very  many  people  who  profefs  phyfic,  who, 
if  they  can  but  get  rid  of  the  pimples,  rafh, 
tetters  or  blotches,  by  bleeding,  repeated 
purges,  nitrous,  or  other  cooling  medicines, 
are  extremely  well  fatisfied  on  their  difap- 
pearing,  and  fuppofe  the  cure  effected  ; 
which,  indeed,  is  fo  very  rare,  that  I  am 
amazed,  the  difeafes  appearing  in  fome  other 
fhape  foon  after,  does  not  ftrike  them  ;  fuch 
as,  complaints  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
pains  about  the  joints,  lofsof  appetite,  cough, 
head-ach,  being  extremely  liable  to  get  cold, 
which,  being  owing  to  fome  occult  quality , 
become  nervous  as  they  term  it ;  fome  of 
theie  fymptoms,  returning  again  and  again, 
from  obftrudted  perfpiration  ;  and  if  advice 
is  applied  for,  immediately  fymptoms  are 
attempted  to  be  relieved,  and  nature  is  feldom 
encouraged  in  carrying  on  the  work  ihe  had 
begun. 

I  HAVE 
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I  have  feen  the  moil  amazing  fuccefs  of 
pains  about  joints,  and  the  nodturnal  pains  in 
venereal  cafes  being  inftantly  removed,  by  firli 
bathing  in  warm  water,  and  cleaning  the  fkin 
well,  and  immediately  afterwards  giving  a 
dofe  of  Dovar9 s  powder ;  a  plentiful  erup¬ 
tion  has  frequently  been  produced,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  leaven  ;  and  by  determining 
the  humor  to  the  fkin,  where  nature  had 
poffibly  made  feveral  efforts  to  get  rid  of  the 
difeafe,  but  had  been  prevented,  by  too  pre¬ 
cipitately  getting  rid  offymptoms ;  fliould  the 
cafe  prove  venereal,  the  fpecific  is  known  ; 
any  former  eruption  untimely  fuppreffed,  or 
not  encouraged  to  fpend  itfelf  on  the  fkin, 
when  it  fird  appeared,  fhould,  (I  am  convin¬ 
ced  from  experience)  be  fupported  by  fweats 
twice  in  the  week,  lying  in  blankets,  du¬ 
ring  their  operation  ;  and  by  giving  a  drong 
decoCtion  of  the  bark  and  farfapariila  on  the 
intermediate  days,  many  have  been  redored  to 
health.  The  great  number  of  fcorbutic  fore 
legs  that  have  been  cured  by  a  courfe  of  this 
kind,  which  had  redded  mercury,  bark,  an- 
timonials,  and  every  other  method  that  had 
been  tried,  has  prejudiced  me  in  favour  of 
the  plan,  and  where-ever  I  could  trace,  that 
the  fymptoms  and  complaints  had  been  in 
confequence  of  a  humor  fuppreffed,  and, 
every  now  and  then,  making  efforts,  but  in- 
k  .  "  '■  F  2  effectually 
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effectually  on  the  (kin  ;  where  this  is  the 
cafe,  I  hardly  ever  remember  it  to  fail  ;  and, 
in  the  progrefs  of  cure,  generally  fome  erup¬ 
tions  have  appeared  on  the  fkin,  and  the  pa¬ 
tients  have  inftantly  been  relieved  from  the 
other  complaints.  I  have  formerly  offered 
my  fentiments  flightly  on  this  fubjedt,  and 
have  daily  more  reafon  to  be  convinced  that 
nature  may  be  relieved ,  by  increasing  fome 
other  fecretion,  in  lieu  of  thofe  obftructed, 
that  is,  palliatively  5  but  I  know  that  the 
patient  cannot  ever  be  reftored  to  perfeB 
health ,  till  whatever  glands  may  be  obftruc- 
ted,  can  be  reftored  to  their  priftine  offices. 
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SECT.  VII 


Of  the  "Time  of  Purging . 
HOUGH  purging  is  often  prefcri- 


bed  before  the  fcabs  are  dry,  yet  that 


feems  always  a  matter  of  neceffity,  and  not 
of  choice ;  for  when  the  load  of  humor  is 
too  great  to  be  carried  off  by  the  Jkiny  nature 
fpontaneoufly,  very  often  determines  it  to  the 
inteftines ,  and  laves  the  patient's  life,  if  not 
prevented,  by  adringents  ;  fo  when  the  puf- 
tules  grow  flaccid,  and  the  matter  retires,  a 
powerful  purge  is  often  given  with  manifeft 
advantage  $  but  where  we  are  told  that  fif¬ 
teen  puftules  are  often,  and  mod  frequently 
the  fulled  compliment,  why  in  fuch  a  hurry 
for  purging  ?  To  prevent  boils  you  are 
anfwered ;  why,  that  is  honed  $  for  it  is 
highly  probable*,  if  the  ferment  is  raifed, 
and  the  blood  not  depurated  by  the  skin, 
thofe  would  be  the  confequence,  if  not  fome- 
thing  worfe  :  The  refiduum  ought  therefore 
to  be  carried  off  by  the  intedines. — But  may 
we  not  ask,  are  there  not  ever  indances  of  this 
[aid  enemy  being  only  down  in  the  battle  ?  and* 
tho’  he  may  not  ever  be  able  to  (hew  his  face* 
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as  he  intended,  in  the  character  of  the  fmall- 
pox ;  does  he  not  fometimes,  after  a  little  re¬ 
cruiting,  teaze  and  torment  in  a  variety  of 
forms,  fo  as  to  deftroy  the  patients,  tho’  he 
is  fomewhat  tedious  in  the  execution  ? 

*  -  •  s  j 

The  management  of  patients,  after  the 
difeafe  is  feemingly  over,  is  certainly  of  more 
confequence  than  is  implied  by  the  practice 

of  giving  a  dofe  of  falts. - Indeed,  in  cafe 

of  a  large  eruption,  thro ’  the  irregularity  of 
the  patients,  two  dofes  may  be  neceflary,  but 
all  who  ftriCtly  follow  directions,  have  the  di¬ 
feafe  in  fo  light  a  manner,  as,  I  fuppofe,  not  to 
exceed  fifteen  pimples,  unlefs  they  dejire  it. 

However,  this  is  certain,  that  the  blood 
becomes  inflamed  by  the  difeafe,  often  re¬ 
quires  bleeding,  cooling  medicines,  and  aflfes 
milk  ;  the  acrimony  of  the  humor  that  often 
fhews  itfelf,  after  the  fmall-pox  puftules  are 
dried,  demands  fome  attention  to  prevent  its 
accummulating  or  falling  on  fome  of  the 
vifcera ;  and  the  very  gradually  returning  to 
their  ufual  diet,  when  in  health,  is  of  the 
utmoft  confequence ;  for  the  benefit  from 
the  fudden  change ,  from  low  to  full  diet  is 
not  fo  great,  as  is  fuppofed  to  be  derived 
from  the  reverfe,  in  the  preparation  for  ino¬ 
culation. 


It 
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It  has  been  thought,  that  infancy  was 
the  propereft  time  for  giving  the  fmall- 
pox  to  advantage ;  but  the  age  of  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  now  no  objection  to  the  operation. 
The  objections  againfl  children  at  the  bread 
being  inoculated,  are  fo  many,  that  I  am 
furprifed  parents  will  perfevere  in  that 
practice,  after  the  dangers  are  laid  before 
them ;  for  the  date  of  the  bowels  in  infants 
makes  them  fufceptible  of  diforder,  from  the 
flighted  irritation,  which  often  proves  fatal : 
This  may  be  brought  on  by  irregularity  in  the 
diet  of  the  nurfe,  or  the  affeCtion  of  her  mind, 
and  will  therefore  produce  convulfions,  which, 
alfo  frequently  arife  from  cutting  of  the  teeth, 
if  poflponed,  till  that  chance  is  againfl  the 
fuccefs  of  the  operation.  The  point  that 
induces  many  to  inoculate,  is,  to  prevent  the 
havock  frequently  made  on  the  face,  by  the 
malignant  fpecies  of  the  fmall-pox,  in  the  na¬ 
tural  way :  In  this  period  of  life,  experience 
Ihews,  that  thefe  fubjeCts  generally  differ  mod 
in  their  faces ;  for  in  order  to  keep  the  child 
quiet,  when  the  fever  comes  on,  its  face  is 
almod  condantly  prefled  againfl  the  nurfe’s 
breaft,  which  becomes  a  fort  of  cataplafm 
to  the  part,  and  induces  a  greater  flux  of 
variolous  matter  thither,  fo  that  it  is  in  gene¬ 
ral  the  fulleft  part  3  befides,  the  heat  of  the 
nurfe’s  body  is  greatly  contributory  to  the 

malignity 
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malignity  of  the  difeafe,  as  keeping  the  fub« 
je£t  cool  is  the  ground-work  of  fuccefs,  till 
the  eruption  is  complete. 

I  have  ever  been  of  opinion,  that  when 
we  induce  the  difeafe,  to  prevent  the  ufual 
ravages  in  the  natural  way,  we  fhould  mod 
certainly  give  it  under  every  advantage  pro- 
pofed,  and  not  to  hazard  a  difcredit  to  the 
operation,  from  a  difeafe  peculiar  to  very 
young  children,  and  more  frequently  fatal  to 
thern>  than  the  fm all-pox. 

s'. 

Others  refufe  not  patients,  if  turned  of 
fourfcore,  provided  they  undergo  the  ufual 
preparation  :  The  minds  of  adults  are  cer¬ 
tainly  more  affe&ed  by  the  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  than  childrens,  yet  the  proportion  of 
thofe  that  have  mifcarried,  is  certainly  much 
greater  in  thofe  at  the  bread:,  than  in  all 
others  from  two  years  old  to  fifty. 

It  has  been  a  difputed  point,  at  what  par¬ 
ticular  period  of  the  difeafe,  it  is  infectious. 
This  cannot,  I  believe,  be  afcertained  to  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  contending  parties  ;  but  we 
have  known  children  taken  away  from  the 
fervants,  that  attended  them,  on  the  firft 
fufpicious  fymptom  of  the  fmall-pox,  and 
though  carried  at  a  great  diftance  from  the 
perfon,  who  proved  afterwards  to  have 
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the  difeafe,  have,  notwithstanding,  fome 
days  afterwards,  been  feized  with  it;  this 
then  muft  be  in  the  breath ;  but  the 
mo  ft  likely  time  of  receiving  it,  muft  be, 
when  the  air  is  maft  impregnated  with 
the  effluvia,  which  is  from  the  time  of  the 
maturation,  till  the  fcabs  fall  off* 

It  is  certain,  that  apprehenfions  and  fur- 
prize,  will  raife  that  ferment  in  the  blood 
which  is  neceflary  to  produce  the  fmall-pox; 
and  this  much  more  fudden,  than  where  we 
know  the  variolous  matter  is  inferted  into 
the  blood,  for  that  feldom  appears  before 
feven  or  eight  days  after  inoculating ;  yet, 
furprize  is  capable  of  producing  it  in  a  very 
few  hours. 

A  remarkable  cafe  of  this  kind,  I  was 
told  by  a  phyfician,  many  years  diftinguifhed 
as  the  firft  in  his  profeffion,  who  fa  id,'  that 
he  was  at  that  time  attending  a  lady  celebra¬ 
ted  for  her  great  beauty,  who  had  received 
the  fmall-pox,  by  being  much  frighted,  by 
another  lady  the  preceding  night,  at  the  play, 
who  was  fitting  next  to  her,  and  obferving  a 
beautiful  fair  face,  addreffed  her,  by  faying. 
Madam,  I  fancy  you  have  not  had  the  fmall- 
pox  ;  to  which,  fhe  anfwered,  fhe  had  not  ; 
the  other  replied,  I  ought  then  to  remove 
farther  off,  as  I  am  but  lately  recovered  of 
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that  diforder,  tho’  I  had  it  very  favourably  ? 

the  lady  who  had  not  had  it,  begged  her  to 
keep  her  feat,  as  fhe  herfelf  chofe  to  go  oat, 
which  fhe  did  immediately  $  and  within  24. 
hours,  the  raoft  malignant  fmall-pox  appear¬ 
ed,  that  the  Doctor  ever  faw. 

This,  it  will  be  faid,  might  arife  from 
effluvia  of  the  variolous  matter  but  the  next 
obfervation  will  put  it  out  of  difpute,  that 
apprehenfions  alone,  will  occafion  a  ferment 
fufficient  to  produce  the  difeafe.  A  lady, 
who  had  not  had  the  fmall-pox,  going  to 
fee  a  friend  in  Windfor  Foreji ,  flopped  her 
chariot  at  the  door,  and  was  going  to  alight, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  lady  of  the  houfe, 
who  told  her,  fhe  would  not  afk  her  to  go 
in  then,  as  her  hufband  was  ill  of  a  fever, 
which  they  apprehended  would  turn  out  the 
fmall-pox  5  fhe  immediately  went  home, 
was  taken  ill,  had  the  fmall-pox,  and  died  : 
Now,  here  could  be  no  variolous  effluvia,  as 
the  gentleman  foon  got  well,  and  had  not  the 
fmall-pox  at  that  time. 

I  have  lately  heard  of  great  numbers  that 
have  fuffered  in  their  health,  ever  fince  they 
were  inoculated,  and  treated  on  this  modern 
plan  :  and  of  others,  who,  though  they 
were  thought  fecure*  by -the  operations  they 
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had  undergone,  have  afterwards  had  the  di» 
feafe  in  the  natural  way. 

This  laft  accident,  poflibly,  may  only  be 
in  proportion  to  thofe  who  have  been  ino¬ 
culated  in  the  ufual  manner ;  and  where 
from  the  difcharge  of  the  arm,  and  two  or 
three  anomalous  pimples  appearing,  that  have 
not  maturated,  they  have  been  fatisfied,  hear¬ 
ing  that  two  are  as  good  as  two  thoufand, 
and  have  perfuaded  themfelves  into  a  fecu- 
rity  which  has  fometimes  proved  fatal ;  and, 
very  often,  tho'  unjuftly,  brought  difgrace 
on  the  pradice  in  general,  by  people's  a  flir¬ 
ting,  that  many  have  had  the  fmalhpox  in 
the  natural  way,  after  inoculation.  — Now, 
where  the  fever  does  not  remain  for  three 
days,  at  leaft,  the  arms  inflame,  and  the 
pimples  become  replete  with  matter,  it  is 
but  right,  always,  to  put  people  on  their 
guard,  to  avoid  infedion,  till  the  operation 
has  been  again  repeated,  and  every  circum- 
ftance  neceflary  to  ascertain  the  fad  $  for 
want  of  this  caution,  we  are  told,  that  many 
loft  their  lives  in  Paris  after  the  epidemical 
phrenzy,  for  inoculation,  in  the  new  way 
there,  which,  in  general,  neither  occafioned 
fever  nor  eruptions. 

It  has  been  afferted,  by  the  enemies  to 
inoculation,  that  more  have  died  of  the  fmall- 
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pox,  fince  that  practice  has  been  adopted,  thaa 
ever  died  of  it  before,  which,  they  prove* 
it  is  faid,  by  the  bills  of  mortality,  for  feven 
years  laft  paft  j  and  may  eafily  be  credited, 
when  infection  is  brought  into  every  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  even  turned  >  adrift  in  the 
ftreets,  and  fent  into  every  houfe.  This 
being  the  cafe,  one  cannot  wonder  at  the 
contagion  fpreading,  and  that  perfons  re¬ 
ceiving  infection  in  an  improper  and  unpre¬ 
pared  ftate  of  the  blood,  fhould  fall  a  facrifice 
to  this  indulgence  of  the  patients,  of  the  pre~ 
fent  fet  of  Inoculators  on  the  new  plan. 

This,  fore  will  be  hint  fufficient  to  the 
humane,  to  guard  againft  cruelties  which 
often  prove  fatal,  or  elfe  it  will  certainly  be¬ 
come  an  objeCt  of  thofe  in  authority,  as  was 
the  cafe  in  France ,  and  that  owing  wholly  to 
the  indifcretion  of  a  celebrated  inoculator, 
who  gave  the  diforder  without  the  fenfible 
of  either  fever  or  eruption  ;  but,  un¬ 
luckily  many  of  his  patients  foon  after  had 
the  difeafe  in  the  natural  way, 

I  hope  I  have  throughout  the  preceding 
pages  made  my  remarks  on  the  prefent  prac¬ 
tice  of  inoculation,  without  rancour  againft 
the  practitioners ;  and,  I  am  fure,  my  only 
purpofe  is,  to  come  at  the  moft  fafe  method 
©f  giving  the  fmali-pox,  and  conducting  par 
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dents  thro’  the  difeafe,  fo  as  to  obtain  every 
advantage  we  expedt  from  the  diforder,  in 
the  natural  way,  without  the  danger  that  too 
frequently  is  attendant,  when  it  is  received  by 
the  lungs  in  an  unprepared  body. 

It  is  cettain,  that  the  great  numbers  who 
have  been  inoculated  of  late  years,  with  the 
happy  fuccefs  that  feemingly  attended  the 
practice,  has,  in  a  great  meafure,  removed 
the  apprehenfions  of  danger  from  inocula¬ 
tion  ;  thus  far  fure  the  public  is  obliged,  to 
thofe  gentlemen  in  the  different  counties, 
who  have  dealt,  as  we  may  call  it,  in  the 
wholefale  way  $  for  by  the  preparation  of 
the  fuhjedt,  the  difeafe  is  rendered  fo  very 
light  as  to  be  no  ways  alarming,  and  hardly 
any  confinement  is  thought  neceffary. 

If  we  confider  the  difeafe,  given  in  this 
manner,  without  the  leaft  rifque  of  life*  or 
lofs  of  beauty,  to  the  more  delicate  fex,  or 
any  confinement  to  the  patients  in  general ; 
can  we  wonder  at  a  partiality  in  favor  of  that 
practice ;  if  we  could  fee  it  only  in  this  light, 
it  would  be  unpardonable  prejudice  in  any 
to  oppofe  it :  But  I  have  ever  been  di Satisfied 
with  the  accounts  I  have  had  of  people  being 
expofed  to  the  cold  air  the  moment  the  erup« 
tion  was  per f e£l  \  1  fhould  imagine,  from 
moft  of  their  patients  recovering,  the  adven¬ 
turers 
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turers  became  intoxicated  with  fuccefs,  and 
they  then  wantonly  rifqued  the  future  health 
of  thofe  who  had  put  themfelves  under 
their  care,  merely  from  an  affedted  novelty , 
carried  to  excefs,  which  is  almoft  always 
fare  to  lucceed  for  a  time,  and,  ,the  people 
are  often  as  much  intoxicated  *%y  report 
in  favour  of  any  thing  they  are  unacquainted 
with,  as  the  wonder  workers  themfelves : 
Thcfe  people  are  not  unlike  the  enthufiaftic 
fox-hunter,  who’s  horfe  having,  to  the  fur- 
prize  of  every  body,  leaped  over  a  river  that 
mea fared  feven  yards ;  at  length  perfuades 
himfelf  that  he  can  go  over  one  that  is  fourteen 
wide,  and  cannot  be  convinced  of  the  a-bfur- 
dity,  till  he  puts  it  in  execution,  and  finds 
himfelf  and  his  horfe  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftream. 

But  what  is  become  of  all  our  caution 
about  receiving  infection ,  by  the  head  or 
Jungs  ?  or  the  great  objection  to  inoculation, 
left  any  other  humor  fhould  be  introduced 
with  it  ?  when  the  fir  ft  perfon  that  offers, 
infant  or  adult,  good  or  bad  con-ftitution,  is 
now  thought  a  proper  fubjedt  to  inoculate 
from,  and  not  the  leaft  objection  is  made 
to  the  perfon,  provided  he  has  but  the  finall- 
pox* 
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The  gentlemen  who  inoculate  by  the  grofs, 
or  by  the  hundred.,  I  am  told,  think,  if  their 
patients  have  fo  much  of  the  difeafe,  as  the 
fever  and  eruption,  and  do  not  die,  the  fuccefs 
is  to  warrant  the  propriety  of  the  practice  3  to 
this,  it  may  befaid,  they  have  done  all  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  3  it  cannot  be  thought  or  expeded  that; 
they  fhould  traverfe  the  feveral  counties  again, 
to  fearch  for  difgrace  :  But  it  certainly  be- 
hoves  all  thole  who  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  effeds  of  this  new  plan,  be  they  good  or 
bad,  to  fend  an  authentic  account,  with  the 
people’s  abode,  that  the  public  may  be  be¬ 
nefited  in  futurity,  by  adopting  any  real  im¬ 
provement,  difcarding  abfurdities,  and  efta- 
blifhing  a  pradice  founded  on  experience. — 
This  may  very  eafiiy  be  done,  without  men¬ 
tioning  the  perfon’s  name  that  inoculated  the 
patients.  As  it  is  the  fartheft  from  my  inten¬ 
tion  to  injure  any  one,  I  fhould  hope  that 
every  honed  man  would  rather  rejoice  to  be 
led  out  of  an  error,  than  be  offended  at  the 
convidion  3  and  would  indantly  difcontinue 
whatever  would  be  prejudicial  to  his  patients, 
either  in  prefent  or  in  future,  and  chearfully 
adopt  whatever  might  feem  to  their  advan- 
tage. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


SINCE  the  writing  of  the  preceding 
obfervations,  I  have,  with  the  greateft 
pleafure  and  attention,  red  over  the 
treatife  on  Inoculation,  by  Dr.  Bim fi¬ 
ddle ,  where  accurate  obfervations  have  been 
reduced  to  practice,  without  prejudice  or  par¬ 
tiality  to  fy Items ;  and  the  author,  like  an  able 
and  experienced  phylician,  has  varied  his  plan 
according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe. 

The  idle  and  even  ridiculous  reports,  that 
have  been  fo  frequently  propagated  by  the 
efpoufers  of  the  itinerant  operators,  at  firft 
raifed  only  a  fmile  in  the  fenfible  part  of 
mankind  ;  but  when  hiftories  of  the  good 
fuccefs  were  related  by  thofe,  who  became 
partizans  to  this  fuppofed  improvement  In 
the  practice  of  Inoculation,  and  net  to  the 
operator,  the  fubje£t  claimed  the  attention 
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of  the  moft  eminent  profeffors  of  phyfic,  and 
fjrgery  ;  as  well  as  of  thole  oat  of  the  pro- 
fa  ffion,  who  were  objedtors  to  the  practice 
in  general,  from  its  ill  fuccefs  among  fome 
few  of  their  acquaintance. 

Too  hafty  conclufions  often  become  a- 
larming  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  metropolis, 
in  juppofed  epidemical  complaints ;  for  a  few  1 
fore  throats,  fcarlet  fevers,  or  other  difeafes, 
happening  within  the  narrow  circle  of  a  few 
intimate  friends,  immediately  the  diforder 
has  the  epithet  very  rife  applied  to  it ;  and 
if  one  or  two  of  thofe  fhould  chance  to  die 
in  a  few  days,  it  is- termed  the  plague,  what¬ 
ever  the  diforder  may  be  :  though  it  had 
proved  fatal  to  hundreds  the  preceding  month, 
if  not  known  to  them,  the  weekly  bills  are 
fuppofed  to  contain  nothing  more  than  ufual, 
and  the  town  is  as  healthy  as  ever,  in  their 
opinion.  ’Tis  fo  here  ;  and  we  ought  to  be 
upon  our  guard,  as  £0  the  foundation  of  fuch 
determinations. 

By  the  new  method  of  treating  patients 
during  the  progrefs  of  Inoculation,  danger 
was  underftood  to  be  intirely  out  of  the  cafe, 
confinement  no  ways  neceffary,  all  feafons  of 
the  year  alike,  and  neither  time,  nor  fex, 
nor  age  objected  to;  the  number  of  puf- 
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tules  was  to  be  ascertained,  according  to  the 
caprice  of  the  patients  :  And  the  rediors , 
churchwardens ,  and  overfeers  of  the  poor, 
certifying,  for  the  truth  of  the  operators, 
iuccefs  of  hundreds,  in  their  refpedtive  pa- 
ri/hes :  Who  then  can  doubt  it  ? 

<r  *"  ■  .  jr 

In  confequence  of  which,  a  few  idle  un- 
engaged  days  were  fixed  on,  for  a  party  to 
be  inoculated,  with  as  little  concern  as  for¬ 
merly  to  be  electrified. 

Facts,  it  was  faid,  were  ftubborn  things ; 
and  fo  they  are,  but  audi  alteram  partem  is  a 
maxim  in  law,  and  fo  it  fhould  be  a  ways, 
before  hearfay  accounts  fhould  be  efhblifhed 
as  fa<5s.  When  I  have  doubted  as  to  the 
authenticity  of  what  I  heard,  I  could  fee  a 
fufpicion,  that  felf-intereft  was  the  great  ob- 
fiacle  to  my  credulity  ;  therefore,  I  laid  but 
little,  and  waited  for  better  authority.  I  had 
fo  many  accounts  -the  laid  autumn,  of  the  ill 
confequences  of  this  pra&ice,  that  I  was  de¬ 
termined  to  obtain  a  fair  and  candid  account 
of  the  fuccefs,  from  the  then  fafhionable  and 
extraordinary  treatment  of  patients  inoculated 
in  fome  particular  counties  neareft  this  me¬ 
tropolis  $  hoping  that  from  this  enquiry,  a 
general  plan  might  be  eftablifhed,  for  the 
benefit  of  mankind,  during  every  ftage  of  the 
x  H  2  fmall- 
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finall-pox,  as  well  in  the  natural  way,  as  from 

Inoculation. 

Soon  after,  a  pamphlet  was  publifhed  by 
the  learned  and  ingenious  Dr.  Baker ;  and 
another  by  Dr.  Gla/s,  a  very  eminent  phy- 
fidan,  at  Exeter  ;  but,  as  they  feemed  to 
differ  in  opinion,  as  to  the  general  conduct 
of  the  difeafe,  and,  have  not  eftablifhed  what 
I  intended,  I  was  induced  to  collect  the  re¬ 
marks  1  had  made  from  time  to  time,  and  to 
begin  to  methodize  them  for  the  prefs.  I 
fiiould  have  publifhed  them  the  latter  end  of 
lafl  year,  but  hearing  by  fame  of  my  friends 
that  Dr.  Dimfdale  of  Hertford  had  inocu¬ 
lated  many  hundreds,  and  treated  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  th o  new  plan y  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs,  and  that  he  was  then  about  to  pub- 
lifli  his  obfervations  5  this  private  account 
being  foon  followed  by  an  advertifement  in 
the  public  papers,  of  the  Doctor’s  determi¬ 
nation  of  putting  them  immediately  to  prefs. 
I  concluded,  my  intentions  would  be  fully 
anfwered,  as  thofe  who  know  this  gentle¬ 
man  beft,  have  always  diftinguifhed  him  as 
a  moft  accurate  obferver  of  difeafes,  as  well 
as  eminent  for  fkill  in  every  other  branch 
of  his  profeffion.  I  therefore  returned  my 
papers  to  their  place,  waiting  in  daily  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  fair  and  candid  account  of  the 
Doctor’s  experience.  The  book  has  now 
4  appeared. 
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appeared,  and,  I  cannot  fay,  I  am  at  all  dis¬ 
appointed  :  I  hope  the  public  will  now  be 
difabufed,  and  take  their  time  for  reflecting 
on  the  abfurdities  that  have  of  late  taken 
pofleffion  of  their  underftandings ;  and  that 
the  practitioners  of  inoculation,  on  the  new 
plan,  will  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  any 
longer  milled  by  clamour  and  faffiion,  con* 
trary  to  reafon  and  experience. 

As  the  DoCtor  in  general  feems  to  fall  in 
with  my  fentiments  of  conducting  the  di- 
forder  thro"  its  different  ftages,  I  fhall  take 
the  liberty  of  quoting  fome  paffages  from  his 
book,  in  fupport  of  what  I  have  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  pages  ;  and  where  my  ex¬ 
perience  occafions  me  todiffent  from  him  in 
opinion,  I  am  fare  of  his  excufe,  as  the 
falus  populi  is  as  much  his  intention  as  mine. 

% 

Page  8,  the  Doctor’s  reafons  againft  ino¬ 
culating  at  the  bread:  are  nearly  the  fame  as 
mine  ;  *  but,  page  1 3 ,  he  adds  another  ob|ec- 
tion  ;  the  difficulty  there  is  of  making  chil¬ 
dren  of  that  age  take  proper  medicines,  and 
indeed,  I  might  have  added,  or  of  finding  out 
their  complaints  ;  and,  certainly,  as  he  ob- 
ferves,  it  is  reafonable  to  conclude,  that  many 
infants  die  for  want  of  medical  help,  by  their 
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refufal  of  medicine,  and  not  unlikely  fome- 
times  given  improperly,  from  not  knowing 
their  complaints,  but  by  guefs. 

Page  12,  I  freely  and  gratefully  acknow¬ 
ledge  to  have  received  inftrudion  from  the 
Doctor’s  experience,  that  fcrophulous  and 
arthritic  habits  are  no  objection  to  the  ope¬ 
ration,  no  more  than  thofe  of  people  who  are 
intemperate  and  irregular.  1  have  inocula¬ 
ted  fome  who  were  fuppofed  of  a  grofs  habit 
of  body,  who  have  come  off'  much  better 
than  reafon  and  inexperience  prognofticated, 
and,  as  I  have  advanced  children  of 
fcorbutic  habits  have  been  benefited  in  their 
general  health ,  by  inoculation ,  efpe dally 
where  there  happened  a  plentiful  crop  of 
pufiules .  J  therefore  conclude,  that  what 
the  Dodlor  has  upon  repeated  trials  found  no 
ways  hazardous,  may  be  of  advantage  to  the 
patient :  I  cannot  but  fay,  I  have  a  fort  of 
prejudice  againft  undertaking  a  patient  where 
the  preparatory  regimen  does  not  bring  him 
to  that  ftate,  that  I  fuppofe  moll  advanta¬ 
geous  to  receive  infedion  ;  for  certainly  we 
ought  not  to  fet  out  with  any  manifeft  chance 
againft  fuccefs ;  but  thefe  are  only  my  fen - 
timents ,  and  will  carry  no  farther  weight 
with  them  but  as  fuch. 

Page 
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Page  13,  As  to  the  feafons,  experience 
tells  me,  that  a  room  may  be  made  fufficient- 
ly  warm  in  winter ;  and  if  advantage  arifes 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  winter  to  inocu¬ 
lated  patients,  the  fummers  heat,  1  fhould 
think,  would  be  an  objection,'  though  they 
were  permitted  to  walk  in  the  ftreets  the 
whole  time.  - — As  for  my  own  part,  that  is 
the  only  feafon  I  would  wi(h  to  avoid,  as  we 
cannot  always  infure  a  very  light  fort,  the 
hot  weather  is  not  fo  favorable  as  a  cooler 
feafon. 

Page  17.  Here  appears  thq  fenfible  and 
experienced  practitioner,  in  preparing  his 
patients  ;  if  in  too  high  health  to  reduce,  if 
too  low  to  ftrengthen  the  conftitution,  and 
bring  both  to  that  ftandard  of  health,  as  may 
give  the  beft  chance  for  carrying  the  patient 
thro'  the  difeafe  :  This  I  have  taken  notice 
of  before,  as  neceflary,  in  opposition  to  the 
empirical  plan  faid  to  be  praCtiied  by  the 
itinerant  operators,  who  treated  all  adults 
alike  with  mercurials  and  falts,  and  children 
with  mercury  only. 

* 

These  general  rules  are  fit  only  for  fuch 
kind  of  practitioners ;  but  the  DoCtor  always 
proportions  the  number  of  dofes  to  the  age 
and  ftrensth  of  his  patient's  conftitution. 
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1  am  lorry  to  differ  from  the  Dodior,  in 
refpedt  of  the  manner  of  communicating  in¬ 
fection  to  a  patient  ** 

When  patients  lit  in  the  fame  room  with 
others  who  have  the  fm all- pox  at  the  height 
of  maturation,  they  generally  become  infec¬ 
ted  ;  to  prevent  which,  this  operation  was 
introduced  :  And,  I  have  known  people  who 
have  thought,  that  the  whole  depended  on 
preparing  the  body  for  the  reception  of  the 
effluvia  of  variolous  particles ;  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that,  have  paid  dear  for  their  ex¬ 
periments.  I  do  not  mean  to  difturb  the 
peace  of  any  who  have  fuffered  by  thefe 
trials,  but  to  caution  others  to  be  more  pru¬ 
dent,  Let  them  perform  the  operation  in 
what  manner  they  pleafe,  I  am  certain,  that 
we  cannot  infedt  the  blood  twice  with  vario¬ 
lous  particles,  no  more  than  one  can  fire  a 
train  of  gun-powder  at  each  extremity,  at  a 
final!  diftance  of  time,  from  the  firft  touch 
of  the  lighted  match  ;  nor  is  it  material  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  done  with  a  fingle  fpark  of  fire  or  a 
red  hot  bar  of  iron  ;  but  whether  the  finall-pox 
fhould  be  communicated  by  effluvia  received 
at  the  mouth  and  noftrils,  or  by  infertion  of 
variolous  matter  into  fome  wounded  veffels, 
I  believe  cannot  be  a  matter  of  doubt  at  this 
time. 

Page 
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Page  28,  If  matter  for  inoculation  fhould 
be  taken  during  the  eruptive  fever ,  it  mu  ft 
certainly  be  from  the  place  where  it  was  in- 
ferted  ;  but  this  I  never  tried,  having  always 
chofe  it  from  a  pujlule ,  during  its  ft  ate  of 
inflammation  round  the  fool ,  and  before  the 

matter  is  too  vifcid. - But  one  thing  I  can 

fay  from  experience,  that  matter  taken  from 
the  incifion,  after  the  puftules  were  dried, 

did  not  produce  the  difeafe. 

✓ 

A  s  for  application  to  the  ipcifion’s  dif- 
guifing  the  natural  appearance  of  the  infected 
wound,  I  cannot  fay  I  ever  found  it;  a  piece 
of  dry  lint  and  fome  plafter,  to  retain  it  on 
the  part,  is  lefs  liable  to  irritate  the  incifion, 
than  if  left  to  the  rubbing  of  the  ftfirt  and 
cloaths ;  fometimes,  indeed,  I  have  thought 
any  application  unneceffary  after  the  thread  was 
removed,  till  the  time  of  the  eruptive  fever. 
I  have  given  my  reafons  for  pultices  on  the 
arms,  at  that  time,  where  the  incifions  were 

made. - Frefh  matter  is  certainly  the  beft, 

though  I  have  fucceeded  by  a  thread  that 
had  been  impregnated  with  matter  nine 
months  before  ;  others,  I  am  told,  have  kept 
it  much  longer,  and  have  produced  the  dif¬ 
eafe  by  it  when  they  have  inoculated.—  I 
know,  that  once  when  I  was  prefled  for  time, 
by  the  parents  of  fome  children  infilling  on 
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its  being  done  immediately,  that  I  fent  to  a 
gentleman  of  the  profeffion,  who  had  fome 
by  him,  that  he  had  kept  only  a  fortnight  5 
yet  not  one  of  four  took  the  difeafe,  tho’  they 
were  inoculated  in  both  arms;  and  by  frefh 
matter  inferted  in  the  arms,  about  a  fortnight 
afterwards,  they  all  had  the  difeafe  extreme¬ 
ly  well. 

I  cannot  find  any  particular  light  is  to 
be  obtained,  by  examining  the  ftate  of  the 
arm  by  a  glafs,  or  the  naked  eye,  more  than 
what  I  have  taken  notice  of  already  ;  nor  do 
I  comprehend  the  intention  of  giving  mer¬ 
cury  at  this  period  of  the  progrefs  of  infection, 
otherwife  than  to  procure  ftools,  and  keep¬ 
ing  the  body  daily  loluble,  I  fhould  imagine, 
will  prevent  inflammation  running  too  high, 
at  the  time  of  the  eruptive'  fever;  but,  to 
prevent  it  wholly ,  I  fhould  think,  is  deftroy- 
ing  the  intention  of  the  operation.  In  cafe 
the  circulation  is  too  languid,  and  the  patient 
too  much  lowered,  1  mend  their  diet,  and 
increafe  the  inflammation  of  the  blood,  in 
order  to  bring  on  the  eruptive  fever  in  due 
time — -I  cannot  but  fay,  that,  till  I  heard  of 
patients  going  about  till  the  fymptoms  of  the 
eruptive  fever  came  on,  I  was  fo  far  kept  - 
in  awe,  by  the  practice  of  thofe,  who  had 
been  before  me,  as  to  confine  my  patients  on 
the  fame  floor,  with  the  rooms  open,  and  the 
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air  to  be  changed  as  they  went  into  a  diffe¬ 
rent  room,  with  this  caution,  never  to  ha¬ 
zard  getting  of  cold  ;  but  now  I  fend  them 
out  to  take  the  air  and  their  ufual  exer- 
cife,  and  never  permit  their  going  into 
bed  in  the  day,  uniefs  a  lwet  comes  on, 
during  the  eruptive  fever,  then  they  drink 
warm  liquor,  but  till  then,  cold  barley  water, 
or  toaft  and  water,  as  their  third  may  re¬ 
quire  ;  but  in  cafe  there  ffiould  not  be  any 
moiftnefs  on  the  Ik  in,  1  always  keep  them  up 
till  the  eruption  is  complete  5  as  for  my  treat¬ 
ment  afterwards,  I  have  already  given  my 
reafons. 

The  Doctor’s  method  at  page  36,  I  think, 
does  not  differ  much  from  the  pradtice  I 
have  generally  followed  of  late,  except  in 
giving  cc  a  mercurial  purge  at  the  approach 
“  of  the  eruptive  fever,  and  being  kept  a- 
(C  broad  in  the  open  air,  be  it  ever  fo  cold  5” 
indeed  he  has  an  exception,  *vi%j  .  uniefs  the 
C£  weather  be  extremely  fevere,  and  thecon- 
“  ffitution  very  delicate. ”  If  the  air  is  mild, 
I  never  objedt  to  their  going  out,  during  the 
eruptive  fever,  and,  in  general,  the  fymptoms 
are  alleviated  by  it.  — The  pimples  coming 
out  on  the  (kin  has  been  thought  by  fome>  to 
be  a  fuffident  fecurity  ogainft  the  difeafe  for 
the  future  ;  but  the  Doctor,  I  find,  mentions 
maturity ,  if  this  is  the  cafe,  without  doubt, 
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all  is  obtained  that  can  be  wifhed  for,  if  not, 
1  have  given  my  objections  to  the  practice. — - 
The  DoCtor,  page  37,  in  cafe  of  languor  al¬ 
lows  broth,  wine- whey,  or  wine  alone ; 
therefore  cordials  are  allowable  fometimes, 
and  have  their  turn,  with  cold  water,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  neceffity  of  age  or  conftitution, 
nay,  fometimes  after  the  eruption  is  com~ 
pleted,  if  occafion  requires,  boiled  mutton, 
veal  or  chicken  ;  when  there  is  a  plentiful 
eruption ,  the  Dodlor  has  confined  his  patients 
to  the  houfe — >1  do  fo  generally,  after  the 
eruption  is  complete,  till  the  crufts  are  dry. 

- - He  fays,  page  40,  maturation  appears 

rather  advanced  than  retarded,  by  a  very  mild 
laxative  now  and  then  given  ;  this  I  have 
often  experienced,  but  chafe  rather  to  rely  on 
clyfters,  than  a  purgative  by  the  mouth,  as  I 
always  thought  it  was  fafer,  left  more  ftools 
might  be  given  than  could  he  wifhed  for. 

The  *  changing  the  diet  gradually,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  thing  of  more  confequence,  than  the 
itinerant  operators  feem  to  think,  as  one  dofe 
of  fairs  feems  to  them  to  be  the  paflport  to 
repletion  :  But  the  DoCtor  judiciouily  ob¬ 
serves,  that  they  ought  to  be  very  cautious  in 
returning  to  their  ufual  diet,  and  often  finds 
by  the  discharge  from  the  arm  remaining ,  after 
the  difeafeis  over ,  that  dreffings  become  necef- 

fary. 
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fary ,  as  well  as  purging  and  alterative  medicines  % 
1  fometimes  go  a  little  farther,  and  bleed, 
give  antipblogiftic  medicines,  and,  never  ap¬ 
ply  a  Angle  topical  remedy  that  has  the  leaft 
tendency  to  dry  up  the  difcharge 

Where  there  is  a  rafli  accompanying  the 
variolous  pimples,  the  Doctor  advifes  his  pa¬ 
tients  to  refrain  from  cold  water ,  and  keep 
the  houfe>  with  cordial  medicines ;  This  is 
certainly  a  fenfible  pra&ice,  but  the  idle  re¬ 
ports  that  were  propagated,  were,  that  the 
new  method  of  practice  was,  the  more  alar¬ 
ming  the  fymptoms,  the  greater  neceffity  of 
turning  the  patients  into  the  fields,  and  to  be 
drenched  with  cold  water :  Page  46,  the 
Doctor  tells  us  of  the  abfurdity  of  fome  prac¬ 
titioners,  who,  by  thefe  means,  have  repelled  the 
rafh ;  and  the  bad  effects  experienced  afterwards . 

He  obferves  like  wife,  that  rafhes  happen 
during  the  preparation,  and  this  fupprefled  for 
a  time,  returns  again  at  the  eruption  of  the 
fmall-pox  ;  if  this  is  the  cafe,  is  not  matura¬ 
tion  of  the  variolous  pimples  neceff  'ary  ?  Or 
will  they  vanifh  in  the  air  ? — I  think  the  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  incifed  fkin  for  two  or 
three  days  only,  and  then  going  off,  will  fre¬ 
quently  happen,  where  there  has  not  been  any 

variolous 
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variolous  matter  inferted,  but  merely  from 
a  fharpnefs  in  the  juices, — I  own,  when  this 
only  is  the  cafe,  after  inoculation,  it  is  not  fa- 
tisfadory  to  me,  without  farther  trial ;  and 
fhould  there  not  be  any  eruption  or  fever 
after  the  fecond  operation,  1  lhould  be  apt 
to  fufped  the  patient  has  formerly  had  the 
difeafe  unnoticed,  and  not  at  that  time.  Page 
52,  the  Dodor  tells  you,  that  after  the  erup¬ 
tive  ftage  of  the  difeafe  is  complete,  there  is 
fometimes  a  fecond  crop,  in  fome  cafes,  with¬ 
out  maturation,  in  others  with ,  and  that 
fome  of  his  own  patients,  and  of  other  irio- 
culators  in  this  way,  have  had  conjiderable 
eruptions  after  their  return  home  to  their 
families  3  all  that  can  be  laid,  is  this,  that  in 
the  natural  fort  it  is  feldom  feen,  and  is  not 
to  be  wiihed  for  in  inoculation.— -This  is  cer¬ 
tainly  anomalous,  and  proves  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  what  I  have  afferted,  that  the  fer¬ 
ment  is  railed,  and  either  not  permitted,  or 
not  affifted  to  depurate  the  blood  from  the 
variolous  matter. 

Page  57.  Boils,  it  is  faid,  are  rarely  con- 
fequent  of  this  new  method  of  treating  pa¬ 
tients  under  inoculation ;  one  happened  in 
the  axilla  of  a  child,  and  two  fuperficial  ones 
in  others  near  the  place  of  infertion,  which 
feemed  rather  to  be  occalioned  by  an  irrita¬ 
tion  from  the  difcharge  at  the  incifion.  What 
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I  have  always  underload  of  the  new  method 
of  inferring  the  matter,  was,  that  it  became 
only  a  puftule,  and  never  difcharged,  or  re¬ 
quired  dreffings,  and  dried  up  with  the  red 
of  the  pimplesf  but  the  Doctor  again  fays, 
that  doughs  on  the  incifions  have  happened 
in  a  few  indances,  and  now  and  then  little 
breakings  out,  and  fcabs.— And  now  and  then 
thefe  faid  accidents  have  happened  in  the  lafl 
edition  but  one ,  and  generally  go  off  by  the 
fecond  dofe  of  gentle  phyfic,  as  do  the  full- 
nefs  of  the  veffels  on  the  conjunctiva  by 
taking  away  a  little  blood,  and  fome  faline  or 
other  cooling  draughts,  without  blijiers  ;  page 
58,  the  complaints  heretofore  Jo  frequent  and 
grievous  by  this  new  method  are  reduced. — 
I  certainly  have,  unknowingly ,  been  in  the 
new  method  for  fome  years,  as  I  cannot  fay 
within  my  retail  practice,  I  have  either  found 
them  Jrequent  or  grievous . 

The  DoCtor  adds  a  circumdance,  which 
if  it  does  not  amount  to  a  proof,  admits  at 
lead  of  a  fair  conjedlurey  that  the  date  of 
health  is  better  here,  than  where  thofe  re¬ 
mains  of  putridity  are  fo  evidently  adding  in 
the  habit. — If  conjectures  are  allowed,  1  am  of 
opinion,  that  if  the  fame  quantity  of  variolous 
matter  is  inferted  into  different  fubjeCts,  and 
the  ferment  railed,  if  permitted  to  be  thrown 
on  the  fkin,  and  then  the  pimples  to  fuppu- 

rate. 
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rate,  lefs  putridity  will  be  left,  than  where  re¬ 
pellents  and  cooling  medicines  are  given,  and 
the  patients  condantly  expofed  to  the  cold 
air,  even  of  the  fevered;  winter. 

Page  59.  I  am  furprized  to  find  the  Doc¬ 
tor  fliould  think,  that  any  one  fliould  attempt 
to  calumniate,  and  difcredit  the  practice  he 
has  fet  down  $  for  it  is  fenfible  and  confident, 
and  what  every  man  of  experience  would  al¬ 
ways  do,  if  too  low  to  raife ,  if  too  high 
to  lower ;  cordials  and  antiphlogidics  mud 
have  their  turn,  and  cool  air  be  frequently 
admitted  into  the  chambers  of  thofe,  where 
confinement  is  thought  neceflary  5  for  the 
Doctor’s  candour  tells  you  there  are  fuch 
cafes  even  in  the  new  method. - How  dif¬ 

ferent  is  this  from  what  the  prejudiced  ejpou - 
fers  of  what  is  called  the  new  method  aflfert, 
that  they  are  not  ever  confined  after  the  erup¬ 
tion,  and  after  that ,  nothing  but  cold  air ,  and 
cold  water  \  and  that  this  fucceeds  when  the 
dotd or s  have  given  their  patients  over  in  the 
natural  fmall-pox . 

This,  has  been  tried,  from  the  good  opi¬ 
nion  entertained  of  thofe  who  recommended 
it,  and  when  the  patients  have  died,  the  anf- 
wer  is,  Why  mod  likely  they  would  have 
died,  if  any  other  method  had  been  ufed. 
A  man  mud  be  hardened  indeed,  that  could 

make 
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make  light  of  a  perfon’s  death,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  pradtice  fo  oppofite  to  common 
fenfe  ;  for  I  fhould  think  it  juft  as  reafon- 
able  for  a  phyfician  to  throw  his  patients  into 
a  river  at  the  crifis  of  the  difeafe,  or  lay  them 
in  the  cellar  with  only  a  fheet  on,  becaufe 
one  or  two  out  of  many,  have  recovered 
after  fuch  treatment. 

Page  6o.  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  every  thing  the  Doctor  has  advan¬ 
ced  ;  but  what  I  have  had  related  to  me,  is 
not  an  eruption ,  the  confequence  of  repletion, 
fome  fhort  time  after  the  patient  had  been 
fo  lowered  as  not  to  have  fufficiently  depu¬ 
rated  the  blood,  at  the  time  when  the  faint 
effort  had  been  made  to  produce  the  difeafe , 
but  in  patients  where  the  ftrongeft  aflurances 
had  been  given  of  fecurity,  and  many  months 
afterwards  the  fmall-pox  has  broke  out  in 
the  natural  way  j  this  an  empiric  would  fmo- 
ther,  this  a  man  of  charadter  would  pro¬ 
claim,  in  order  to  eftablifh  a  pradtice  the 
moft  beneficial  to  mankind. 

I  shall  here  fubjoin  fome  of  the  Dodtor’s 
cafes,  as  they  prove  every  thing  I  have  af~ 
ferted  in  my  account  of  the  difeafe,  either 
fcy  proper  or  improper  treatment ;  and  thos 
prejudice  in  favor  of  a  particular  fyftem 
may  influence  fome  authors,  yet  the  Dodtor’s 
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candour  is  fo  far  predominant,  that  he  relates 
the  fa&s  as  they  are  ;  and,  from  thence  the 
fkilful  practitioner  will  obtain  light  for  his 
future  conduft, 

<c  Many  were  inoculated  twice,  and  had 
<c  figns  of  infection  by  the  ftate  of  the  arms, 
cc  but  without  fever,  others  had  fymptoms  of 
iC  the  eruptive  fever,  but  no  pimples.’1  Tho* 
moft  of  thefe  had  been  inoculated  twice,  yet 
I  cannot  fay  it  is  to  me  as  fatisfaCtory,  as  if 
they  had  been  fuffered  to  replete  a  little,  and 
had  been  inoculated  a  month  or  two  after 
the  firft  operation  $  as  we  find  in  many  in¬ 
fiances  of  other  cafes  related  by  the  Dodor, 
that  on  their  returning  to  their  houfes,  and 
ufual  way  of  living,  the  fmall-pox  feeds 
were  brought  forward,  and  the  difeafe  ap¬ 
peared  in  its  ufual  ftages.  This  confirms 
what  I  have  given  as  my  opinion,  page  30. 
The  viiith  cafe  is  very  Angular,  and  is  as  foU 
lows  *  : 

u  A  man  between  fo  and  60  was  inocu¬ 
lated  about  four  in  the  afternoon  :  On  the 
morning  of  the  third  day  after  the  inocula^ 
tion  I  firft  faw  his  arms,  when  they  flhew-*- 
ed  uncommon  figns  of  infeflion,  being  al¬ 
ready  much  inflamed  ,  and  upon  enquiry,  I 
received  from  him  the  following  account  • 

That 

* 

*  Vih  Dr,  Viwfdqk  on  Inoculation,  p.  91. 
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That  on  the  fame  evening  he  was  inocu¬ 
lated,  he  felt  an  uncaiinrfs  and  numbnefs 
at  and  near  the  place  of  infertion  j  and  that 
the  day  following,  thefe  complaints  in- 
creafed,  and  fpread  up  to  the  fhoulder  of 
one  arm,  which  was  very  (tiff  and  numbed  $ 
that  the  incifion  had  itched  feveral  times, 
and  his  arms  felt  as  if  they  had  been  bruifed 
by  a  blow  with  a  very  large  ftick.  And 
on  the  preceding  evening,  which  was  the 
fccond  from  the  inoculation,  his  head  had 
been  giddy  and  in  pain,  accompanied  with 
fome  chilly  fits  ;  but  all  theie  fenfations 
went  off  without  any  other  illnefs.  He  had 
rcfted  well,  and  never  thought  himfelf  in 
better  health." 

cc  From  this  time  I  faw  him  at  diffe¬ 
rent  times  every  day,  and  he  continued  in 
pcrfeft  health  3  only  fometimes,  efpecially  to¬ 
wards  evening,  he  faid,  he  felt  as  if  he  had 
drank  too  much.  The  arms  were  much 
inflamed,  but  on  the  6th  and  7th  day  they 
altered  their  colour  to  a  darker  hue,  and 
the  inflammation  and  hardnefs  were  evi¬ 
dently  abating.  He  now  dcfired  to  go  a 
journey  of  about  20  miles  on  bufinefs  5  and 
this  I  confented  to,  from  an  abfolute  con¬ 
fidence  that  he  was  fectire  from  any  alarm¬ 
ing  attack  3  having  firfl:  enjoined  him  not 
to  go  into  company  where  he  might  rifque 

K  2  ip  reading 
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fprcading  the  infediion  ;  for  his  breath  at  this 
time  had  that  peculiar  offenfive  fmell  which 
accompanies  thedifeafe/’ 


“  He  returned  the  following  day,  being 
the  8th,  in  the  afternoon,  making  no 
complaint  but  of  hunger  5  yet  faid  his  head 
had  aked  the  preceding  night  after  his  jour¬ 
ney.  His  arms  were  now  rather  more  in¬ 
flamed,  which  I  attributed  to  the  fridtion  they 
might  have  in  the  chaife  5  but  from  this  time 
all  complaints  of  every  kind  ceafed.  His 
arms  foon  became  quite  well >  he  took  his 
■firft  purge  on  the  following  day,  a  fecond  on 
the  nth,  and  returned  home  on  the  13th 
from  the  inoculation,  without  having  a  An¬ 
gle  eruption  of  any  kind/' 


<c  It  is  remarkablein  this  gentleman’s  cafe, 
that  being  fo  well,  he  did  not  ehufe  to  live 
with  thole  who  had  the  diltemper,  but  com 
tinued  in  a  lodging  with  his  wife,  who  ac¬ 
companied  him  by  way  of  nurfe,  upon  full 
confidence  of  having  had  the  fmall-pox  many 
years  fince.  However,  after  they  got  home, 
Ihe  fell  ill,  and  had  the  diftemper  in  a  very 
clear  but  favourable  manner,  and  doubtlefs 
caught  it  of  her  hufband 


In  the  tenth  cafe,  the  Dodtor  fays,  cc  the 

pujluks 


*  Vid*y.  40  preceding. 
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puftules  *  having  advanced  properly  towards 
maturation,  I  ordered  him  immediately  to 
the  houfe,  where  he  remained  perfe&ly  well, 
and  the  puftules  which  were  about  twenty, 
maturated  very  kindly/' 

€t  Case  XIII.  On  the  8th  day  an  eryfipela- 
tous  rafh,  with  pimples  *  the  rafh  went  off 
as  the  pimples  advanced,  little  or  no  fever, 
but  by  white  wine-whey  the  puftules  became 
large  and  maturated  well  5  no  other  com- 
plaints  during  the  whole  procefs/' 

“  Case  XIV.  After  two  of  the  preparatory 
powders  an  eryfipelatous  rafh  appeared  5  as 
loon  as  that  went  off,  the  perfon  was  ino¬ 
culated  ,  feven  days  after,  the  eruptive  fever 
came  on,  the  rafh  returned,  was  then  con¬ 
fined  to  her  room ,  and  took  the  emetic  tartar 
and  crabs  claws  ?  kept  her  room,  and  a  few 
diftinft  pimples  appeared  on  the  tenth  day  5 
the  rafh  appeared  fainter,  and  all  did  well/' 

“  Case  XV.  On  the  6th  day  after  inoculation 
complained  of  theufualfymptoms  of  the  erup¬ 
tive  fever  5  on  the  9th  about  ten  puftules,  it  is 
faid,  appeared  after  the  alterative  pill  and  pur- 

a  i  n  o' 

*  I  never  call  the  firft  appearance  of  the  eruption 
■pujlules,  but  pimples ,  and  as  the  words  are  ufed  as  fyno- 
nimous  by  l'ome  writers,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  explain 
jmy  meaning,  to  prevent  cavil. 
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ging  draught,  and  till  that  time  kept  in  the  air, 
his  feverhh  complaints  ceafed  ;  thefe  puftules 
feemed  to  dr f  away  without  maturating, 
which  is  often  the  cafe  when  few.  On  the 
12  th  he  took  phyfic,  went  home,  and  it 
was  fuppofed  all  was  over.  On  the  16th, 
was  told  he  had  been  much  indifpofed  fince 
his  removal.  The  Doftor  faw  him  on  the 
17th,  when  he  had  40  pustules  in  his  face, 
his  arms  became  inflamed,  and  many  puftules 
near  the  incifion. 

Case  XVI.  The  yth  and  <5th  days  after 
inoculation,  the  feverifh  fymptoms  came  on, 
and  lafted  three  or  four  days.  The  incifion 
fiievved  evident  figns  of  infe&ion,  but  not  in 
the  ufual  manner,  where  things  go  on  well. 
The  8th  day  two  or  three  puftules  were  dif- 
covered  near  the  place  of  infertion.  The 
5>th  day  about  one  hundred  appeared  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts.  The  10th  day  the  puftules  were 
properly  advanced,  and  the  patient  feemed 
perfectly  well  5  but  the  arm  had  not  the 
ufual  good  appearances,  and  was  not  fatis- 
fadory.  The  nthday  he  was  feized  again 
with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  the  eruptive 
fever,  but  more  violent.  12th,  The  fymp¬ 
toms  continued  pretty  high,  was  therefore 
advifed  to  get  up  and  go  into  the  air,  and 
to  take  a  dofe  of  phyfic,  which  gave  four 
ftools,  and  relieved  all  complaints,  on  an 

erup - 
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eruption  fuccee4ing>  to  double  the  number  of 
the  former  b  both  orders  of  puftules  matura¬ 
ted  about  the  fame  time.  The  Dodior  thinks 
that  the  firft  order  was  retarded  by  the  fe- 
cond  eruptive  fever,  which  hurried  on  the 
fccond  order  fafter  than  ufual.  I  *  cannot 
fay  I  underhand  this,  the  fever  retarding  the 
one  crop,  and  forwarding  the  other. 

Case  XVII.  “  A  perfon  had,  the  2d  day 
after  inoculation,  the  fymptoms  preceding 
the  eruptive  variolous  fever.  The  3d  day 
the  wounds  were  quite  healed  5  the  perfon 
had  been  much  in  the  way  of  infe&ion,  and 
therefore,  fuppofed  he  was  going  to  have  it 
in  the  natural  way.”  I  donor  fee  the  reafon 
for  this,  as  feveral  had  been  attacked  as  early 
after  the  operation?  and  it  has  been  laid, 
that  patients  cannot  be  infe£led  by  the  mouth 
or  nofe>  from  patients  inoculated  in  the  new 
wajb  “the  fever  remaining?  the  mercurial  and 
antimonial  pill  were  given  at  night,  and 
was  directed  to  go  into  the  air.  The  4th 
day  the  complaints  remaining,  took  another 
purge.  yth,  Saline  mixture,  with  tartar 
emetic  and  crabs  claws  ?  this  purged  and 
fwetted,  but  the  cough  and  difficulty  of 
breathing  was  troublefome.  6th  Day  he 
wa^  bled,  blood  fizy.  7th  The  arms  began 
to  inflame  ?  the  pain  in  the  bread  relieved, 

cough 

*  Page  107. 
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cough  {till  troublefome.  8th  Day,  the  bleed¬ 
ing  repeated,  with  the  antimonial  powder. 
9th  Day  peripneumony,  and  fever  worfe  > 
was  bled  again,  and  a  blifter  applied,  with  a 
gum  ammoniac  mixture  5  in  the  evening  the 
fymptoms  abated.  The  10th  day,  the  com¬ 
plaints  relieved,  but  the  fever  ftill  continued, 
medicines  as  the  day  before.  The  incifions 
ipread,  but  not  the  ufual  appearance  preced¬ 
ing  an  eruption,  nth  Day,  the  peripneu- 
monic  complaints  worfe,  a  veficatory  to  the 
fide.  1 2th,  The  incifions  looked  pale.  13th, 
was  bled  again,  the  incifions  put  on  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  puftules  irregularly  fhaped,  with 
a  fluid  under  the  cuticle,  14th,  The  fymp¬ 
toms  abated,  on  two  puftules  coming  out  on 
the  face  5  the  incifions  advancing  to  matu¬ 
ration.  1  yth,  The  incifions  were  more  ele¬ 
vated  5  but  the  puftules  looked  pale.  The 
T6th,  ail  was  thought  to  be  over,  and  he 
went  out  on  horfeback,  and  the  Do&or  took 
his  leave,  neverthelefs,  the  day  after,  which 
was  the  17th,  in  the  evening,  he  had  a  re¬ 
turn  of  fever.  18th  The  fymptoms  of  fever 
went  off,  on  the  eruption  of  many  puftules, 
which  filled  well,  and  maturated  properly 
without  farther  ill'nefs  5  the  Dodtor  did  not 
fee  him  for  near  three  weeks,  and  found 
what  the  patient  related  to  be  true,  by  the 
marks  in  his  face,  and  other  parts  of  his 
body. 

6  \  SURELY^ 
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Surely,  that  the  neceffary  treatment  of 
the  peripneumony  retarded  the  eruption,  vviii 
be  allowed,  and  it  is  ftrongly  proved,  that 
tho  the  variolous  particles  may  lay  dormant 
for  a  time,  they  will  make  their  way  to 
cleanfe  the  blood  of  its  impurity,  if  there  is 
firengthof  confutation  to  effed  it 

Case  XVIII.  The  6th  day  after  inocu¬ 
lation,  fymptoms  of  an  eruptive  fever  5  the 
fever  flight  but  remained  'till  the  8th,  when 
fomc  eruptions  appeared  on  the  face,  which 
the  Dodor  took  to  be  variolous,  but  was  fo 
blended  with  fcorbutic  pimples,  he  was  ufed 
to,  that  it  was  difficult  to  determine  which 
were  frefh,  and  which  fcorbutic  5  the  incifions 
much  inflamed.  On  the  pth  day  was  per- 
fedly  well,  and  not  any  more  eruptions 
fhewed  themfelves  5  and  the  Dodor  having 
had  feveral  patients,  who  had  pafled  through 
the  difeafe  with  no  more  illnefs  than  this 
man,  and  fome  without  any  eruption,  con¬ 
cluded  all  was  over.  10th,  Took  phyfic, 
and  had  mutton  for  dinner,  and  drank  ale 
after  it :  The  conference  of  which  was,  he 
had  more  fever  than  any  other  time  during 
his  inoculation,  but  attributed  it  to  catch¬ 
ing  cold  during  the  operation  of  his  phyfic. 
xith,  Still  feverifh  and  much  indilpofed, 
had  a  bad  night  j  in  the  evening  of  this  day 

L  he 

*  What  would  have  become  of  this  patient  m  the 
hands  of  one  of  our  itinerant  operators  f 
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he  found  more  puftules  on  his  back,  and 
thought  himfelf  much  better.  X2th,  He  went 
to  a  friend's  houfe,  and  left  word  he  was 
quite  well.  The  Dodor  did  not  fee  him 
till  the  14th,  when  he  found  a  moderate 
number  of  frefh  puftules  on  his  face  and 
limbs,  which  maturated  kindly,  and  he  re¬ 
mained  in  perfed  health.”  Do  not  thefe 
cafes  evidently  fhew,  that  there  was  net 
ftrength  of  conftitution  to  throw  oqt  the 
pimplds  till  the  patient  lived  a  little  better  ?  If 
thefe  cafes  do  not  fhew  the  impropriety  of 
fuppreffing  the  eruption  in  part,  by  keeping 
the  patients  too  low  after  it  is  advancing,  1 

know  not  what  can. 

* 

<c  Case  XX.  The  yth  day  after  inocula¬ 
tion,  a  perfon  of  a  fcorbutic  habit,  whofe 
legs  were  particularly  affedted  by  the  difeafe, 
had  feveral  puftules  on  them.  On  the  nth 
day  more  puftules.  1 2th,  Slept  ill  the  laft  night, 
but  a  great  number  of  almoft  coherent  puf¬ 
tules  appeared  under  the  hams,  and  on  the 
legs,  neck  and  face.  He  had  been  all 
along  advifed  not  to  ftir  much,  but  had 
taken  greater  liberties  of  walking  about  than 
the  Dodor  allowed  of.  13th,  Rad  not  flept 
a  minute  all  the  laft  night,  but  was  walking 
about  the  houfe,  complaining  much  of  pain  5 
was  now  rather  cold,  pulfe  low,  afped  lan¬ 
guid,  his  face  livid  and  pale,  complained  of 
faintnefs  and  ficknefs.  Thefe  fy  nip  to  ms 
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alarmed  the  Dodor.  He  was  not  taken  intd 
the  fnow,  like  the  itinerant  operator's  pa¬ 
tients,  but  was  put  to  bed  with  cordial  me¬ 
dicines^  and  the  bark  to  be  given  frequently ; 
by  tfaefe  means  the  pocks  maturated,  and 
he  recovered  without  mercurials  or  antimo- 
nials,  and  his  legs  better  for  inoculation.” 

Case  XXL  A  fore  throat  fupervened  ino¬ 
culation,  the  eruption  moderate,  but  matu¬ 
rated  kindly.  On  the  /th  day  from  the  c~ 
ruption,  bleeding,  bliftering,  fcarifications  on 
the  tonfils,  were  made  more  than  once,  the 
fever  almoft  concluded,  which  certainly  for¬ 
warded  the  maturation  of  the  pimples.” 

<€  Case  XXII.  Seems  to  have  had  the  erup¬ 
tion  kept  from  fuppuration,  by  the  repellent 
antimonial  and  mercurial  medicine,  and  was 
much  out  of  order  till  he  kept  within  doors  % 
the  pill  taken  again,  but  white-wine-whey 
was  taken  with  it ;  the  next  day  he  was  much 
better,  had  refted  well,  three  (tools  from 
the  pill,  and  the  fmall-pox  advanced.” 

The  chincough  ought  always  to  be  an 
objection  to  inoculation,  as  many  of  theft 
patients  die  >  children  at  the  bread:  died  5 
an  adult  died  apopleftic,  after  being  feem- 
ingly  recovered  >  on  the  firft  attack  it  was 
thought  to  be  owing  to  filling  up  too  fad, 
with  animal  food  ;  he  had  taken  three  doles- 

L  2  of 


(  7<*  ) 

of  phyfic,  when  danger  from  the  difeafe 
was  fuppofed  to  be  out  of  the  cafe. 

As  the  following  has  been  lately  given 
me,  1  will  infert  it  as  a  continuation  of  the 
fads  advanced. 

A  person  about  1 7  years  of  age  was  ino¬ 
culated  by  a  gentleman  of  eminence  in  the 
profefllon,  which  did  not  take  place,  fup¬ 
pofed  to  be  owing  to  the  matter  inferted 
being  taken  too  late  in  the  difeafe ;  and  after 
the  expiration  of  a  fortnight,  was  again  ino¬ 
culated  with  frefh  matter.  The  incifion  be¬ 
came  inflamed  at  the  ufual  period,  and  eight 
or  nine  days  after  the  operation,  about  four 
or  five  pimples  within  a  circle  of  two  inches 
diameter  appeared  on  the  incifed  arm,  an 
inch  or  two  below  the  plafter  on  the  wound, 
which  was  then  declared  to  be  the  difeafe, 
and  feemed  to  advance  towards  maturation 
for  two  days,  but  being  at  a  ftand  for  three 
days  longer,  the  queftion  was  afked  of  the 
phyfician  and  furgeon,  If  they  thought  fecu- 
riry  againft  any  future  attack  was  obtained 
by  fo  few  pimples  not  coming  to  matter  ? 
It  was  declared,  as  well,  as  if  the  perfon  had 
had  ever  fo  many.  A  relation,  tho'  not  of 
the  profefllon,  diflatisfied  with  the  fmalnefs 
of  the  number  of  pimples,  and  they  not  ma¬ 
turating,  imagined,  that  the  extreme  low 
ftate  the  perfon  was  reduced  to  by  abftinence, 

6  during 
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daring  the  preparation,  and  after  the  opera¬ 
tion,  was  the  caufe  of  it :  He  prevailed  on 
the  patient,  the  evening  of  the  5th  day,  after 
the  eruption,  by  the  content  of  the  phyfician 
and  furgeon,  to  drink  two  or  three  glafles 
of  raifin  wine,  after  a  little  chicken  had  been 
ate  for  fupper  5  was  hot  and  reftlels  all  night, 
and  the  next  day,  was  feized  with  the  ufual 
fymptoms  of  the  eruptive  fever,  the  fucceed- 
ing  day  a  plentiful  crop  appeared,  which 
underwent  the  ufual  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  but 
tho’  pretty  full,  had  not  any  fecond  fever 
during  the  maturation.  May  we  not  afk, 
without  fufpicion  of  prejudice  or  malevo¬ 
lence,  whether  the  firft  eruption  would  not 
have  been  faid,  according  to  the  new  plan, 
to  be  the  true  fmall-pox,  and  maturation  of 
the  pimples  no  ways  neceflary  ?  Or  fuppo- 
fing  this  help  to  the  circulation  had  not 
been  given,  by  a  little  made  wine  and  a  bit 
of  chicken,  would  not  fome  of  the  vario¬ 
lous  feeds  have  remained  in  the  blood,  and 
probably  have  been  injurious  to  the  confti- 
tution  in  future,  had  not  this  plentiful  erup¬ 
tion  followed  ?  No  perfon,  I  dare  fay  will  alfert, 
that  the  fmall  quantity  of  aliment  and  wine 
would  have  given  an  eruptive  fever,  had  not 
the  blood  been  infected  with  variolous  par¬ 
ticles. 

It  may  poflibly  be  objcfted,  by  fome, 
that  the  observations  and  practice  hitherto 

related. 
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related,  are  not  Mr.  Sutton s,  or  the  faenM 
method  of  inoculation  ;  I  will  therefore  add 
a  few  remarks,  given  by  Mr.  Chandler ,  oil 
Mr.  Sutton’s  pra&ice,  as  executed  by  his 
partner  Mr.  ! Peale .  This  will  certainly  have 
its  weight  before  the  balance  is  ftruck,  as 
Mr.  Chandler  prof effes  himfelf  an  efpoufer 
of  the  new  method \ 

Mr.  Chandler  *  tells  us,  cc  that  Mr* 
<c  "peale ,  a  partner  of  Mr.  Sutton  s,  has  re- 
tc  duced  the  preparation  to  three  dofes  of 
mercurial  powders  at  night,  with  an  in- 
<c  terval  of  two  days  between  each,  and  the 
<c  morning  following  each  powder,  a  dofe 
of  purging Talts,  fo  that  it  is  only  eight 
tc  days,  inftead  of  a  fortnight,  in  preparing 
€c  the  fubjedts  5  and,  on  the  ninth  day  he 
<c  inoculates  his  patients  fo  prepared  f  5  the 
<c  antimonial  pill  is  not  given  till  the  fifth 
Cc  day,  and  then  to  almoft  all,  except  very 
£c  young  children  ;  to  them  a  little  purging 
<c  fait  or  fenna-tea."  Is  this  not  clear  then, 
that  the  giving  a  ftool  or  two  is  the  intention 
at  that  time,  and  if  the  body  has  been  kept 
open  the  whole  time,  from  the  patient's  being 
inoculated,  1  fhould  fuppofe  the  fame  thing 
is  cffc&ed,  as  by  giving  a  ftool  or  two  at 
that  particular  period,  and  fhould  certainly 
depend  on  the  propriety  of  doing  it  or  not, 

by 
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by  the  perfon  who  fees  the  prog  refs  of  the 
infedion  $  if  the  pill  is  repeated  every  day 
from  the  7th  after  inoculation,  and  is  of  a 
purging  quality ,  1  fhould  think,  that  it  is 
only  repellent  in  its  effe&s,  fo  far  as  to 
check  the  efforts  of  nature,  that  I  ftill  con¬ 
ceive  would  be  falutary.  c‘  When  the  erup- 
<c  tive  fever  comes  on,  the  patients  drink 
sc  acidulated  liquor,  and  when  the  eruptive 
€-  fymptoms  are  over,  his  patients  are  out  of 
<c  danger  5”  then  it  is  plain,  the  pimples 
forming  of  matter  is  not  at  all  neceflary 
<c  A  flight  diaphorefis,  it  feems,  fometimes 
<c  came  on  by  this  acidulated  liquor,  but 
ic  never  a  profufe  fwet,  as  the  patients  are 
*c  not  permitted  to  lay  in  bed  or  come  near 
cc  a  fire  5  but,  during  the  eruptive  fever,  if 
<c  the  weather  is  tolerable,  go  out  of  doors, 
<c  and  drink  nothing  but  toafi:  and  water/1 
So  far  fo  good.  Mr.  Chandler  thinks  Dr. 
Baker  has  been  mifinformed,  in  rdped  to 
purging,  after  the  difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  be 
over,  for  Mr.  Beale  being  afked  the  quef- 
tion,  anfwered,  “  as  a  matter  of  mere  indif- 
<c  ference,”  what  Dr.  Glafs  relates  that  <£  the 
<c  patients  who  had  a  confiderable  degree  of 
<c  fever,  were  permitted  to  lie  in  bed/1  This 
Mr.  Beale  ufed  to  allow  cc  by  way  of  in- 
<c  diligence,  but  never  advifed  it."  Thus  far, 
I  think*  we  may  conclude,  that  preparation 
will  be  reduced  to  two  dofes  of  phyfic,  or 

fometimes 
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fometimes  three  within  the  week*  which,  I 
believe,  has  been  the  pradice  of  almoft  every 
man  of  eminence  for  inoculation  for  fome 
years  paft.  Whether  advantage  from  pre¬ 
paring  with  mercury  or  without,  or  any 
preparation  at  all,  but  emptying  the  bowels, 
feems,  with  all  the  accounts  we  have  had,  to 
be  at  prefent  undetermined.  Page  18,  Mr. 
Chandler  fays  “  That  Mr.  Sutton s  own  opi- 
cc  nion  is,  that  the  difeafe  cannot  be  caught 
€t  in  the  natural  way  from  any  of  his  pa - 
&c  tients  •>’  certainly  not,  if  they  have  not 
the  difeafe  $  but  moft  of  his  greateft  advo¬ 
cates,  that  I  have  talked  to  on  this  fubjed, 
fay,  that  is  not  a  fa£l>  for  feveral  have 
caught  the  difeafe  from  them  :  but  tho"  they 
have  not  eruption,  from  Dr.  "Dimfdale’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  woman  being  infected  by  her 
husband,  who  had  not  any  eruption,  my 
affertion  of  the  breath  being  infectious,  is 
clearly  proved  *.  Bur,  Mr.  Sutton’s 
partner  Cc  Mr.  Teale,  expreffes  a  good  deal 
of  folicitude  on  this  head  j  if  the  natural 
€C  infedion  is  taken  a  few  days  before  the 
operation  is  performed,  which  has  often 
<c  happened  here  :  The  time  of  coming  on 
“  of  the  fymptoms  fufficiently  diftinguifhes 
K. 

cc  If  infedion  *  fhould  be  received  by  the 
Cc  mouth,  noftrils  or  pores.  I  cannot  ima- 

“  gine 

*  Vid .  p.  24  and  41,  preceding, 
f  Vid.  Chandler  on  Inoculation,  p.  19. 
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u  gine  any  of  thefe  medicines  would  jiiake 
cc  this  fort  of  fmall-pox  like  to  the  inocula * 
“  ted \  nay  •f-,  they  have  often  failed  in  the 
<c  natural  fmall-pox,  even  in  the  hands  of 
*c  Mr.  Peaky  almoft  as  often  as  expert 
mehted.” 

If  the  medicines  vvill  not  do  any  good 
in  the  natural  fmall-pox,  I  fhould  fuppofe 
them  a  chip  in  pottage  in  inoculated  pa¬ 
tients  z}:.  a  That  Mr.  Sutton  $  method 
<c  feldomer  fails  than  the  old,  in  giving  the 
tc  infedion,  is  furely  a  miftake  >  for  we  have 
<c  often,  very  often,  feen  the  operation  re- 
u  peated  §/'  after  urging  the  neceffity  of 
purging  once  in  the  interval  of  feven  days  to 
clear  the  bowels  from  any  vifcidities,  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  kind  of  diet,  during  this  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  infediom  “  However,  fays 
“  Mr.  Chandlery  we  may  be  miftaken  in 
fC  the  compofition  of  Mr.  Sutton  s  pill.  But 
,c  if  it  fhall  appear*  that  feveral  who  have 
iC  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Peale  hipafdf  have 
*c  accidentally  taken  the  natural  infedion, 
,l  have  afterwards  been  attended  by  him, 
<c  and  have  fwallowcd  as  many  pills  as  he 
u  chofe  to  give  them  9  and  vet  have  died.*' 
Why  then  there  is  an  end  of  preparation  and 
medicines. 

M  cc  A  con- 

*  Vid.  Chandler  on  Inoculation,  p,  2,0. 
f  Ibid .  p.  Z2.  J  Ibid .  p,  25-  §  Ibid*  p,  27. 
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£c  A  considerable  farmer*  in  theparifn 
of  Wickham ,  had  a  pretty  full  crop  of  the' 
natural  fmall-pox,  which  however  was  pro¬ 
ceeding  regularly  through  its  ftages  5  on  the 
fixth  day  the  puftules  were  growing  very 
properly,  the  face  and  head  fwelling,  and 
a  proper  degree  of  fpitting  was  come  on ; 
when  the  impatience  of  thofe  about  hlm9 
made  them  fend  to  Mr.  Feale :  who,  as 
I  am  informed  from  very  good  authority, 
immediately  gave  him  feven  pills,  ordered 
him  to  be  taken  out  of  bed,  and  placed  op- 
polite  to  an  open  window  in  the  month  of 
February ,  with  future  directions,  to  take  a 
dofe  of  manna  and  fait  every  other  day  till 
he  w^as  well.  The  pills  brought  on  a  vio¬ 
lent  convulfive  vomiting,  which  had  like 
to  have  killed  him  on  the  inftant  :  but  by 
the  help  of  fome  proper,  but  now  fo  much 
decried  cordials,  it  was  checked  :  and  though 
the  puftules  immediately  fell,  a  delirium 
came  on,  large  blue  fpots  appeared,  the 
fwelling  of  the  face  fubfided,  the  fpitting 
went  quite  off,  and  never  could  be  again 
reft o red  ;  yet  with  great  care,  and  the  far¬ 
ther  help  of  cordials  joined  with  antifeptics, 
he  was  at  laft  happily  and  fafely  carried 
through  it.  A  girl  of  fixteen  was  prepared 
by  Mr,  Feale ,  and  inoculated  at  Fatrickf- 
bourn  on  Ftiefday,  the  natural  lmall-pox 

’  ap- 
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appeared  on  Wednesday  j  here  was  time 
enough  for  the  pill  to  exert  itfelf,  but  no  pill 
was  given  $  aad  though  Mr.  Feale  was  folely 
concerned,  he  endeavoured  to  fave  her  with 
a  bitter  mixture  and  very  four  drops,  which 
probably  were  a  dcco&ion  of  the  bark,  and 
elixir  of  vitriol,  however  they  failed,  and 
the  girl  died.  But,  had  this  celebrated  pill 
been  poffeffed  of  the  powers  fo  liberally  as¬ 
cribed  to  it,  would  he  not  have  depended  for 
the  cure  on  that  alone?  If  thefe  were  not 
Sufficient,  I  could  enumerate  Several  other 
cafes  of  this  Sort :  but  that  would  be  taking 
up  my  reader's  time  to  no  purpofe/’ 

The  cafes  related  bv  Mr.  Chandler  had 

4' 

like  to  have  been  claffed  under  the  title  of 
murder,  by  the  affiftance  of  Mr.  F  e  ale  ^  part¬ 
ner  with  Mr.  Sutton  and  his  coadjutors  re¬ 
pellent  pill,  and  the  cold  air  of  February 
preffing  in  at  the  open  window,  oppofite  to 
which  the  patient  was  placed,  from  the  moil 
favourable  fymptoms  of  recovery  was  this 
poor  man  reduced  to  deaths  door,  and 
would  have  walked  out ,  had  not  farther  cor¬ 
dials,  and  antifeptics  been  timely  adminiftred. 
The  next  cafe  prepared  and  inoculated  by  Mr. 
Feale ,  on  the  Tuefday ,  and  the  fmall-pox 
appeared  the  day  following,  and  fhc  died. 

“That  Mr.  Sutton  prevents  by  virtue  of  his 
“  medicines  the  fymptoms  of  a  great  fever , 
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€t  or  more  pujlules  than  his  patients  would 
**  chufe  is  not  very  likely  :  for  the  fymp- 
cc  tqms  of  a  great  fever  never  happen,  and 
€C  thofe  muft  be  unreafonable  people  who 
<c  complain  in  his  inoculation  of  too  many 
iC  puftules :  a  complaint  of  too  few  is  much 
a  more  frequent.  That  a  patient  who  has 
twenty  or  thirty  pujlules  is  faid  to  have  the 
<c  fmall-pox  heavy ,  I  cannot  deny,  for  peo? 

5C  pie  will  fay  what  they  pleafe  :  but  I  have 
<c  feen  feveral  here,  \yho  have  had  frpm  two 
to  four  hundred  puftules/' 

Before  I  conclude,  I  muft  add,  that  on. 
recapitulating  the  reafons  grounded  oh  ex¬ 
perience,  it  appears  that  preparation  for  the 
operation  muft  be  different  in  different  fub- 
jefts  5  that  the  variolous  matter  is  ever  the 
fame,  that  neither  the  quantity  nor  quality 
of  it  makes  any  difference,  but  that  the 
particular  fpecies  of  the  difeafe  depends  on 
the  conftitution  of  the  patient  inoculated  $ 
that  too  great  heat  prevents  maturation,  and 
too  little  makes  cordials  neceflary  to  pro¬ 
mote  it  ,  that  a  conftant  circulation  of  frefh 
pool  air  is  ever  neceflary  for  carrying  patients 
fafely  through  the  difeafe  5  and,  that  till  the 
eruption  is  complete,  every  perfon  may  with 
manffeft  advantage  be  frequently  in  the  open 
air,  and  take  their  ufual  cxercife,  and,  even 
during  the  eruptive  fever,  the  fymptoms,  if 
violent*  when  confined  in  the  houfe,  will  be 

z  greatly 
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greatly,  alleviated  by  being  carried  into  the 
open  ail*.  This,  I  believe  every  experienced 
pra&itioner  will  fubferibe  to,  but  let  me  not 
pafs  over  in  filencc,  the  obligations  I  know 
we  lay  under  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  firft 
began  the  new  method  of  inoculating,  as 
they  had  opportunities  from  the  number,  and 
circumftances  of  their  patients,  to  eftablifh  a 
fa£t,  relative  to  the  fafety  of  keeping  their 
patients  in  the  open  air  till  the  time  of  erup¬ 
tion  5  and  though  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of 
eminence  in  the  profeffion  had  been  endea¬ 
vouring  to  inculcate  this  to  their  patients,  yet 
fuch  was  the  prejudice  of  parents  and  nurfes, 
that,  but  rarely  they  dared  to  enforce  it,  as 
in  cafe  any  cold  had  been  taken,  or  any  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  ftages  of  the  difeafe  fhould  have 
happened,  from  what  they  expected,  it  would 
then  have  been  attributed  to  the  little  obli¬ 
quity  from  the  (freight  line  of  the  eftablifhed 
practice,  and  clamor  would  have  injured 
their  reputation  in  future  j  but,  from  the 
fuccefs  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  whole- 
fale  practitioners  in  the  different  counties  of 
this  kingdom,  the  prejudice  is  greatly  remo¬ 
ved,  for  which  I  mod:  fincerely  return  them 
my  thanks.  But  now  comes  the  point,  on 
which  the  eftablifhed  practice  for  the  time 
to  come  depends.  Is  an  eruption  produced 
by  inoculation  fufRcient  to  prevent  infection, 
from  the  fmall-pox  in  future  >  Or,  is  the 
figuration  of  the  pimples  necefiary  for  that 
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■Security,  and  to  prevent  mifchief  from  the 
ferment  being  railed,  by  the  infertion  of  the 
variolous  matter  ?  Or  are  more  than  one 
or  two  purges  absolutely  neceSTary,  to  carry 
off  the  rclids  of  the  Small-pox  ?  To  thofe 
who  Shall  be  of  the  firfl:  opinion,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  afk  the  following  queftion  :  Sup¬ 
posing  a  patient  has  had  a  malignant  fever, 
which,  after  many  efforts  to  deftroy  the  pa¬ 
tient,  dame  Nature  Should  kindly  interfere, 
and  produce  a  critical  tumor,  would  any 
ftirgeon  of  Skill  prevent  its  coming  to  fuppu- 
ration,  or  rather,  would  he  not  do  all  in  his 
power  to  promote  it?  To  fay  that  tumors 
are  refolved  without  ill  confequences,  is  not 
an  anfwer,  it  irmft  be  the  effed  of  a  malig¬ 
nant  fever,  and  then,  I  think,  no  man  in 
his  fenfes  would  rifque  the  confcqueqces. 
This  may  not  be  fo  evident  to  all,  as  the 
following  fad  ;  Suppofing  the  inguinal  glands 
became  the  feat  of  the  depot  of  venereal 
virus,  and  matter  in  the  body  of  the  tumor, 
not  to  be  felt  by  the  touch,  the  fweiling 
had  been  difperfed,  and  for  a  few  weeks  the 
patient  has  thought  himfelf  well  ?  but,  how 
much  more  frequent  is  it  that  he  feds  violent 
nodurnai  pains  in  his  head,  arms  and  Shins, 
which,  being  taken  by  the  unSkilfui  tor 
rheumatic  $  the  warm  bath  and  fwetting  is 
advifed  5  the  pains  are  relieved  by  an  erup¬ 
tion,  that  Soon  determines  under  what  clafs 
to  rank  it.  If  theSc  are  the  conScquences  of 
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virus,  whether  variolous  or  any  other  (pedes* 
remaining  in  the  blood,  the  iuppurating  of 
every  critical  tumor  on  the  furface  of  the 
body  feems  neceflary,  when  nature  makes 
the  pufh  5  or,  if  unfortunately  prevented  at 
that  time,  every  outlet  of  the  body  fhould  be 
thrown  open,  in  order  to  obtain  a  thorough 
depuration  $  and  mercury,  a  fpccific  in  fome 
cafes,  often  becomes  of  more  fervice  as  the 
the  fi niftier  of  the  cure,  than  when  employed 

as  a  preparative  for  the  operation.— - It  is 

poflible  what  has  been  here  related  may  bias 
fome  people  in  their  pradice  till  better  au¬ 
thority  is  obtained,  to  e  fifed  which,  fome  of 
the  foregoing  fhects  were  wrote,  in  hopes  of 
prevailing  on  every  unprejudiced,  and  com¬ 
petent  judge,  to  make  the  ftrideft  and  moft 
accurate  enquiry  into  the  number  of  perfons, 
that  have,  during  thefe  two  or  three  years 
Jaft  part,  been  inoculated  within  the  circuit 
of  their  pradice,.  and  in  the  moft  candid 
manner  faithfully  to  relate  the  ftate  of  the 
patient's  health  for  fome  time  before  the  ope¬ 
ration  was  performed ;  the  particular  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  patients,  whether  on  the  modern 
plan,  or  what  is  called  the  new  method,  or 
as  it  was  pradifed  before,  viz.  by  incifion, 
inferring  the  variolous  matter  by  a  thread  ; 
and  in  whom  the  pimples  maturated,  to  re¬ 
mark  iikewife,  where  the  pimples  only  ap¬ 
peared  without  iuppurating  ;  and  where  the 
arms  only  diicftarged  $  or  if  what  is  called 

the 
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the  eruptive  fever  came  on,**  and  declined 
without  any  pimples  on  the  body  in  general  i 
Then,  as  carefully  to  be  informed  how  long 
lince  they  were  inoculated,  and  the  ftate  of 
their  health  fince  their  recovery  from  the  di^ 
feafe.  Thefe  tads  being  properly  authenti¬ 
cated,  will  have  their  due  weight  with  thole 
whole  foie  view  is  the  benefit  of  their  pa¬ 
tients  5  and  where  an  affeded  Angularity  of 
pradice,  might  be  neceflary  for  fo me  of  the 
itinerant  operators  at  firft,  to  claim  the  pub¬ 
lic  attention,  even  thefe,  I  hope,  if  huma¬ 
nity  and  integrity  have  not  totally  deferted 
them,  will  not  perfift  in  any  part  of  theif 
pradice,  which  from  experience,  has  proved 
prejudicial  to  their  patients,  as  they  need  not 
own  their  errors,  but  imperceptibly  to  their 
patients  in  future  corred  them.  Thofe  who 
have  adopted  this  or  that  particular  plan  of 
inoculating,  in  order  to  fall  in  with  the 
prefent  rage  of  the  people,  and  have  inter efi 
only  in  view,  are  not  the  perfons  I  mean  to 
addrefs  myfelf  to  >  but  whoever  wiihes  to 
come  at  truth,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind, 
I  make  no  doubt  will  favour  me  with  the 
accounts  they  have  impartially  obtained,  and 
I  will  publifh  them,  with  the  name  of  the 
perfon  who  has  taken  the  trouble  to  colled 
the  fads. 
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